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Bmwa,l Time a piece of Getion that permitted some comment that would

s Gicae for sabactiption reoewal. It's difficalt for me to grasp
-that the Jazzletter is coding its cighth ycar.

It amounts to somelhimyg over JO000 words a year, You
made it possible by subsceibving. It hes produced two hooks of
essays, Stngers and tee Song and Mewt Me at Jim and Andy's,
with two-more in che works at Oxford University Press — onc
a collortion of cssays by ali the musicians who have written for
the Jazzletter, including Bill Crow and Bobby Scott. and Lhe
otber a third collection of my own picces. W bas been a
.riﬁb_cgc to write for yow

The fezletter has been $40 a year for the last seven wwars,
Coste have gone up enormously, and we ure gomg 0 bave Lo
raze the price to S30 dor 1990, However, for (hawe who
resubsceihe hefare December 1 it will still he $40. You'll save
us. an enormous amonnt of hook-keeping if you resubseribe
prompily, . Those who have two- or three-year subscriptions
extending through 1990 can simply igaore this mulice.

We are exploring a possible Jazzlefter jazz parry in Ojak at
the end of ¥990, So far the response has been most cothusias-
tic, and a lot of osiciaos are ineresed in playing i,

But for the moment, tn reiterate, iCs renewsl tme, Please
FCNCW DOW.

Lettgrs

Fve just finished reading Singers and die Song for the secomd
ime, and il made me sad to think that I missed and will never
s¢e in tmy bfelime “an ¢ra when 4 Iot of popular music was
good and a lot of good music was papular.
um a singer-pianist and 1 play in boscls and ¢lubs in the
ew York Sty aren, | was a child ac the end of the good
music. erd and T was greatly influcnced by my parents’ record
collectaon, 1T was confusing and very frustrating bint I gladly
continued ro sing and play the works of Lhe great composcrs
and lyricists of this century.

There seoms to be a change in the air, though, because [ am
gelling mare reguests for the glacious hallads of the 19305 and
"40s. Thal's why I tead 1o stay around New York, T'm really
alraid to venlure to the himterlands for fear of possibly being
stooed. }

Larry O'Teaa, New York Cily

Fingers Revisited

Ax marny af yuu know, my (rend Sairib Shibab is notwell. A
few weels ago, several of us pecfurmed in a benefit for him m
a club on Long Island. Hc has gose 1o Tennesswee 10 sty with
his deoghter, who is a purse. He is pot only a great musician,
he 15 a wonderfully- soll and gentle buman being.

In the early daws of rhe Juzsiener, | embarked upon a fantusy.

otherwise pave been impossible. While I did not basc the
characters exactly on specific persuas, bits and picces of a
rdumber of fhem did an up. A number of pcople asked if
the socalite record producer Park Benchlcy just might bear 4
certain resemblance to Joha Hammond, To (hat question 3
could only offer » amile. And anyway, John, who was a
subscriber, didn't take offence.

‘I'he story, which ran a ycar i Lhe Jadeder, was in tache
pacls, which weemed appropriate Lo the first pianist we know

“uf {though there may he & few i some inbred populations in

Pennsylvania) to be horn with Lwelve fingers and a certain
ambifion 10 exceed the twelve-tone system.

Sabib, who wis-at the time living in Denmatk, told me later
1hal he waited every month to read of the adventures of the
stoty’s bera, or anti-hero, vne Fingers Wombat. e said he'd
laugh himscH rilly at these episodes, and the langhter helped
gird him for the travails that & life in music so oftcn cotails.

That s Hack in 19RL  Those carly issues of the Juzsiefier
have grown scacee.  Various persons have recafled Fingers
fondly, and asked if his advenlures might be recounted in a
book. Alas, the story was too short for & book. But it did

“ogeur to me Lha it might be warth bringing all the episedes

lugether in one enlarged. issue of the Jazzletter.  For Sahib.

The Wombat Chronicles

Joe "Fingers” Wombat was horn in Skye, Wisconsio, on Feb,
30, 1928. This gave him a scrious complex us 4 chnld, since bis
hirthday came oaly once cvery 412 vears, It was this sense of
being differcot that drew him to music m his early high school
vears. He was affered the flule chair m the Skye High
Marching and Drioking Band. :

But Joseph, as he was still known Lo everyone byl hiy
maotber, who affectionatcly called him Kluls, became dis-
consaged with the instrumend becuuse of a congenital physical
malformation, the result of his uousual Lirthdate, Joseph was
a doublc Pisces, with two Innes imd a sextile m his harascape,
which expluins bis later peedilection foe triads in root position
wilth added sixths, Bal more signifitantly, he had Pluto rising,
Jupiter falling, and Neptune undecided, Mercury was retra-
eeade Al the Gme, and Venns was in Cancer the Crah, which
governs cancrazans, This caused an incredible (raffic jam at
b and Broadway and -- -which is more important -- the
unusyal ¢onfigueation of young Joseph's hends: he was born
with six fingers and no thumb on cach.

This madc it difficull to hold the Mile; much less plag W,
and io the cod be gave it up. For a (me be ook up alto
saxophone, since he could bang it aroamd hisneck, bt he had
trouble with ehe octsye koy and, after six fritless months of
teving to karn My Oue und Only Love, Almndosed that ag well.
In a fit af despair, he 10ld his goidasce counscllor, wbe
thuonght he should hecome a pizza-maker, that his Jast hope
was the piano. Unfortunately, Skyve High did nod own 4 piano,

With bis mother's best wishes, Joseph lefr hame. He



hiteh-hiked -+ a process rendered more difficult by his lack of
Z a.limmb, — to Potsdam, New York, where, fic had heard, the
- bigh school did own a piano. He bad st been misinfarmed,
At Pot, High he found an old Mason & Hamlin It was so
old, in fact, that the raiscd lettering on the harp stated A 435,
_ "That piano and 1 werc made for each other,” Fingers
said in & recent inlarview. ‘On the piano 1 {found that the way
m lnmds_a!e made was actnally an advanlage. The problem
the thumb crose-over ie scale passages was climinated, For
- example, ] begin the F-flat scale ot on the index finger, like
everyone else, but oo the third finger of ¢uch hand My seale,
therefore, are compledely symmetrical and balanced. I admir,
thoogh, that B-natural sometimes gives me a hard 6me.

“And man! the seigogs | can play! Twelve notes
Alowing, that is, for a Grke doubling, such as the rhird of the

" ¢hord, with the melndy nate in the buss.”

Pausmp sgnificantly, he added: “And of coursc, 1 am the
ouly pianist alive who plays Bach anthentically.”

Since Frgers wes in an nousually effusive mood doring
- this intersiew - a former sideman has described him as &
“cinset recluse” — il seemed an appropriate (ime (o ask him
abowt the ramor that he is Lhe slowest compaser simée Hugo
Focdbafer.

"Ok man,' he said, T keep hearing that, asd T resent i,
It"s not thet 1 can’t write fuxt. | write slow out of considera-
tion for those musicians who are aot fast readers”

fl is not coly the extra digity that work to Wambat's
advantage. The sheer aize of b hands permits him to play
what bas become a distisctive elemeat of his stvle: paralkl
fifths and Hfteenths, Many critics consider him the greatest
jézz pianist since Buck Hammer, the famous three-handed
virluost discoverad by Steve Allen, or possibly even simee
Joniathon Edwards, who revolutiomzed jazz piano in the 1930
Until then aritics had been complaining that the average jazz
pianist bad "no lefl band.” Edwards, ir will be recalled, has
two left hands. .

Fingers played bis first professional joh in the Head Rvom
of the Slipit Ine outside Brockyitle, Ontario, bong the rival of
Evansiifle, I[ndiana, for the ulke of Sex Capital of North

- America: . It was there that he was discovered by talent agent
Darryl B. Mortecnn, who had been sent by the tate Freddie
Schreiber to encounter what was obviously a -usique musical

-tind. - Mortccum introduced him o the famous jas
impressaric and comic-book collector. Artura  Versees,

~ Versees urged him to organize his own group, the now-historic

Fipgers Wombay OdteL
. Besidts Fingers bomsell, who had switehed to accordion

ob discosesing (hat poshing six boitoms w1 the same “time
produced @ very onusual nowse, the groop featured Pres Rohl

oo drnums, - Stan Dupp on bass, the Fronch Freach homn

virfuoso Zero Temry. Valve, George "Bugle” Horoe on flue-
gethorn, Tom Bene on trombase, Simon Symbol on cymbalon,
and Switzer Land on wpenhorn. -

- Like everyobe else, Fingers had come under the mffuence
of Charfic Parker, and he undertook a year-long projecr of
transcribing  Purke’s solos and arcanging them for octet

2

Unforunaely, Fingers had un old Edison phmogra@ that'ram

counterclockwise, and so all of Birds solos were writton ot

backwards. This lcd years later to @ landmark . plagiarism it
n which Fingers sued Mecd Flory and Buddy Clark oo the
groundks Lhat their Supersax arrangemeats were nothing bt his
vivn charts played while hefd up 1o 8 mirmor. Flory and Clark
{not 10 be confused with Lewis and Clark, whose sale contribu-
Lion Lo juzz was that they aoticipated Route 66 by two hundred
years) argucd that Bach did this all the time, and the suit was

Bul we are ahead aof the story. : :

After he bad rehearsed his growp for a4 year in the
Tusbane Room of Consolidated Edizon, Fiogers unveiled # §
Arture Versees. Versees, clated at having acquired
aftcrncon a miat copy of Action Comics, Vol. 1 Ne. $, deaded
10 present the group in concert.. That coaccrt, Jezz at.the
Walerworks, 15 of course aow famous, oue of the pubestoncs
in the history of America’s Only Original Ant Form, But ar
the time, few were able to uadeestand so radical a mind as
that of Wombat, and the concert wps a scandale,

I '

Biwterty disappointed by the rcception he bad reccived and
unawere Lhat Pandil Mersév-Leshe, m u Ballihore Airgole
review, had called his music “absolutely mexplicable,” Fingers
Wombal safled for France, There, folowing in the well-%osn
path of Aaron de Djeerryng, Leonarid Beesstein, Igor Bivor-
witch, aod Quincy Mas, he studied compositian with the great
Nadia Boocher de Cheval, 83 well as argan nnder the tutelage
of the Alsatian phywsician, mcdical midsionary. and mystic
Jacques Strahp.

*Boucher de Cheval was a great teacher,” Wombat says.
“From her 1 learned disaphne.” She sometmes forced. o
1o stund in i comer for days, which inspived ove of bis eathiest .
works of this period, his Pepetwm Inumobile, widely admi
for its utter lack of harmonic motion. Fram Jacques Str
he Jcarned bow to handicap horses thioogh prayer. and this
¢nabled him to eke owt 4 Jving al Longehamps, -

His efforts were nol o go unrewarded.  Afler (webe
vears of sludy, he was given the prestigions Prix de -Rome,
nol, 4s some of his detractors have clanmied, W oot him ow
of Paris bat because there were no ofher conlestants that year,

Fingers bad been bappy in Parts, where be had acquired
a luste for Gne wines, and in memoty of biy years there be
wrole his haunting Sous loy rablex de Pors.

He arrrved in Rome in August of chat year, and, over-
whelmed by the beauty of the history-sosked Etcrnal Ciry,
wrote one of his most joyous works, Catwcomb Capers, In
Rome he sundied with tweke-tone eomphser Larga Factolum
and the Polish avanr-gardist Jerzy Bountz. -

Applying the discipline wequired from -Boocher. de Cheval,
Fingers would arise tach mornimg at six, play wn bour of the
six-fimger exercises he had invented for himself, and then setle
dosm 1o Bis heaviest philosophicsd reading of the day, the fipe
print ca breakfast-food boxes. He was complenbg b regum
about cight o'clock onc morning, he veculls, when ke noted
that rhirgeen com flakey were siilf floating, somewha Jomply,



in the milk a1 the bottom of his mcadicant's bowl, He
immediately grasped the significance of this.:

"You see,” be cxplained, "because of my twelve fingers,
dodecaphonic composttion bas always heen o soap for me”
"Figers ticd to emphasive hix pumt with a gesture but duc
to his dack of 4 thumb was upable to do so. The resullunt
silence, which prodiced a- oypiesily Wombatian syncopaticn,
wus, however, more eloquent that any mere fioger-popping
could ever he. I just knew there baud to be someihing heyond
the twebe-tone-7ow,” he  swd. '

The sodden corn flakes inspised him to the development

his thirteentone conccpt of music which, striclly applied,
&quives that cach tome be played Lhirteen limes before the
next is heard. The sydem is koown as triskaidekapboaic
composition or, roore commonky, cereal music. ‘It is definit-
cly mot for 1he saperstitions,” Fingers explaivs.

Thal very mosamy, he weote bis first picee in the new
manner, 2 ballad entitked Now and Zen, which bas become o
standard with the harp bands of Paragnay. And in another
week of feverish actvaty, he produced bhis Rowwga Skefcires.
including Vespt New, Cioo Clan Boogie, Tiber Rag, and She's
Too Fiat for Me. )

It & in this swite that we first encounter what -would
become a benchmark of Fingers Wambat's harmonic system,
the flamed octave.

Unkoown to Fingers. a recording of hiy Juawz wl the
Watcrworks coocerl. hud been releasedd n the United States,
and the oumber of his fans io America had grown (o dozens,
He first became aware of rhe cecording, in fact, when be
received a coyaly check for 98 ceots. Move important, the
relegie of the album had giwen Wowmbat's champion, Mer-
sey-Laslie, the opportunity to iakc up his cauwsc agaim. Hc

ed the albam “bewildering” and specalated about what had
come of Fingers.

Fingers was, in fact, prepariog to give his first, and as -

matters turned out, his last, reciial m Rome. In that perfor-
mance, be introduced his Music for Frepured Piano und
Unprepared Aidience snd five sacred works, Fadicen Vaymnes,

Cardinals Sin, Up Yourr Clirmney, Sucred Cowd ang Pupiel Buells,”

and Tertium Orgusm. The music criic of L'Osyenwiono
Ronwene mmediately nominated Fiogers for excommunication,
but or beinp ioformed that Wombal was not a Catholic, said
he woold seqtle for deporiation.

Pravda said that the music was sacrehigious even Iy Sosiet
standards, and the Tradian Red Brigade said rthatif the suthoei-
tics did oot take care of Fingers, they would. Fiogess wont
into hiding in the tomb of Victor Emmanuci, profcscing
amazement at the respoose to his music, us mebs surged
through the street culking for his head.

Decding a1 last 1that discrelion was the beter part of
velor, Fingers. syryendered to the Carabinien and was taken
to the arporl under prolective mililary guard, Thus he was
reluroed 1o America m Julvy of 1965, o be given a heen's
weleame by six admirers at Keanedy. Airpart.

I

Back in New York, out of mooey. [riendkss bul for a fan club

of 288 members, moss of whom Bved .in Albaquergue, New
Mexico, Fingers Wombat began looking for a gig. Because he
had always played his own music, Fiogers koew only three
standards, but he Lad forgotien what they were.

Deciding that this must he the nexst phase of his enusical
srovth, be sequestered bimself for six months i Brooklyn with
A rented Solowos and -a [ake book, and quickly mastercd
Lovender Btuc (DNly Dilly), Sincerely, Charmy (12 Get You Yet),
Papa Loves Mamdo, Darling f¢ vous aime beuucoup, Hot
Diggety Dog Diggety, and other songs of that stawre, Having
exhausted the fake book, he hegan assembiing & coliection of
sheet music. The rehsrmonization of these tunes, bhe said
tater, was ong of the most cojoyable exercisas of his life. 1ic
would léam the guitar chords and then kook for simpler
dIdJ' EFH.
ft was at this point Lhat fortune smiked on Fingers. On
the recnmemendation of a Sheepsbesd Bay auto mechanic
named Carl Start, he was hired by Somya Papermoon, the
stoper, why was pot then as obscprer as she later became,
Fiogers headed up a trio. that aceompanied ber at the chic

‘Semihemidemiquaver. The bassist was Simi Lowe, who years

laler would make headlines by killing as A&R man with a
sharp contract, for which he received @ Victoria Cross, a Hero
of the Sosviet Unino medal, the Leion of Honor, and a Down
Sear New Star sward. The drummter in the trio was Wille
Rushmipre, with whom Fiogers formed v olose and Lasting
fricadship. Rushmore, Fingers said, ‘is the ooly drummes 1
ever met who umderstands my concept of creatve acceleratian,”

Fingers and his group were kept on it the Semibemi-
demiquaver (0 accompany such simgers as Amandz Reckanwilh
and [subef Rmgin. {It was in fact for Riagia that Fingers
wrike hiy great seandard Shostekovich Sthad by @ Waterfall.)

The job with Ringin was a lurning poist i the Wombat
career, [mpressed by his playing, which she described as
“weird,” she introduced Fin%m to Waler Wohlkarpitz,
president of Homest Records.  Wohlkatpitz, after hearing one
st by Ringin and the trio, feft - tut vat before teifne
Fimgers. "We muost have lunch some (ime.”

Nothing loth, Fingers telephoned Hoocst Records the

following afternoan and, om asking for Woblkarpitz, was

twen asked hy a scquence of secretaries, *Does he know you?”
and "What s this in scference 107" and "May § ack whak ils
comcerning?  Thrilled by thiy evidence of the company's deep
intercst in bim, Fingers told the scoretary of Wohlkarpits!
gracious invitation, after which he was left on held {or twenty
minutes, - The girl returned to say that Mr, Woblkyrpitz was
“in conference” and would rctorn the ¢ull, Since Fingers' oaly
number was a telephone boolh just suth of the clevators in
the Brill Building and twenty-three degrees south-southeast of
Lving Mills, Minnesota, he xaid be would call back, He did
0 the next day and the pext but was advised that Mr. Wohl-
karpicz was oot of town, & conddion in wiich he romained (or
six wecks. .

Indeed he might have remained so mdefinitely kad Fingers
nod read in ihe “Executive Runaround” clumn of Trath Box,
the Bible of the record indusiry, than Wohlkarpitz was prepear-



ing to leave for the MIDEM conference. Deducing Lhat the
cxecuthe myat be in town, if only for 3 mumeat. Finpers ook
the bol! by the horns and went diectly o the affices of
Honest Records.

He had chosen an unforunute time to wrrive -- Thurscay

morniog. Wohlkarpitz was in rhe babit of spending every

morning & the company’s warchowe m Queens,
stamping "Quality Reject” on boxes of records. (Wohlkarpitz
denied, during a grand jury investigation of the record industry,
that these ¢iartons were shipped to a draributor in Los Angelcs
who happened to be his cousin, He maintamed be was merely
maintaining the quality of pressings for which his company is
known. Wohlkarpitz was completely clearcd of eoryplion
charges by the office of the Manhartan Disirict Attarney afier
what was described as a “complete, thorouch, and ahpective
ixmsgigxﬁm‘ Wohlkarpicz i now chairman of the hoard of
the intcroational commuonications covglomerale &nown s
International Commurications Conglomerage at 2 salary of four
millirn dallars a vear, plos stock options.)

When Wohlkarpitz returned from the warehouse, be found
Fingers emsconved in an grmchair in his warting eaom.
Beaming with that warm affability for which be is (smous and
saying, with that warm resonance of voice for which he ix also
famous, "Wonnnnderfol” to Fingers’ cvery utterance, fic invired
the piamist into his palatial office, Fingers ok a chair faciop
the quarter-acte desk behind which Wohlkarpitz seuted himself,
On the wall behind (he prest executive was emblazoned the
company’s logo and its famous motto, "Wl give VIR 4n
bowest count®

“Whal can I do for you" Wohlkarpitz said pointedly.

'T want a recard contracl” Fingers replied sottly.

“Wonnnnderfal,” Wohtkarpitz commented treochandy,

"And | think I'm ready for coe,” Fingers replicd modesly,

"Waonannderful,” Wohlkarpite asscrted cogeatly.

-"[ve paid my dues,” Fingers said proudly,

“Wonnander(ul,” Wohlkarpitz obsersed Xeenly,

‘And T cam play the blues,” Fimgers said confidently.

"Woannnderful,” Wohlkarpity averred thoughe flly, “What
kind of terms are you ing foc?" '

- - "Anything fair,” Fingers said graciously.

"“Wonennderful,” Woblkarpitz respunded quickly. "o you
hava a lawyer™

‘Noy™ Fingers said shyly.

"Wonbnnnnnnononderful,”  Wohlkarpits asservcrated en-
Lbusiastically,

After 9X minutes of negotiation, Fingers signed his
milestone record contract with Honest Records, becoming, the
first aetist i history with u 20 perccar ruyally «- 20 peccent 1y
be paid by Fingers (o the company lor cvery albwm sold, the
figure rising-to 25 percent after 20,600 albums; and 40 perceat
o he paid for all remainders. with a 75 pereent breakage
clawse.  Further, Fingers was charged only for peoduction
expenses, studio and miving 1ime, tape, madering, limousine
service, advertisiog and pubBeity, slbom cover desirn and
production, paper slecves, coffee breaks foe secretarics, and an
annual vacation for Wohlkarpit ai La Costa.

When Fingess leff Honest Records thar afternpon, he was
elated. e was in dehe o the company for twa million dollars.
He had leared the figure would be much higher. He realized
hosvever that be would now nced a pateon. L was ot of this
nced that he became acquaiated with the Douchess of Bedwor-
thy. famous in jazz crcles for her unstinting kindmsses to the
Count Basie band, the Nuke Ellingtonband, the Boyd Rachurn
band, the Stan Kentun band, the Tomnmy D(mmy bund, the
Sonny Dusham band, the Guy Lombardo band, the Blac
Barruon band, and the Fordham football 1cam.
It was to be a fruitfel relationship,
v

The Duchess of Bedworthy is one of 1the major minor figures
in jazz higtory. Though not 3 musician herself, she had
mflucince on Lhe music’s development that is nolhing Jess than
puzzling. ,

Littbe s known aboul ker carly life in England  Tvoe
Novello denied to bis dying day ever having met ber.  Leanard
Feather's fxiure 10 mention her in his Encyolopedio of Jox
must be considered » myyor oversight -- if it was wn wversight
-- o an otherwise estimable nnd scholarly work.

She was descended on her mother's side from & chamh.
crmaid of 1he misiress of Charkes the Second and through her
fatber from Mad King Ludwig of Bavaria. Her grandfather
wis raised o the peerage for smopgling Limburgee cheese into
knpland for Prince Alberr, Cueen Vicloria’s homesick cunsort,
and pehle fish for Disracli.

Alvays a lover of American music, the duchess -- Blinky,
as she was known (0 her intimates -- tried when she was in
her twensies to induce Lhe Scats Guards pipe hand 1o margh
tes a medley of Cole Portér tunes. Later she almost succeeded
in areanging a Fats Waller concert by the hand of dee Cold-
stecam Guards, but at this porol her famify became incensed
on lcarniag she bad been spending weekends st Stonehen
wilh Lhe members of both bands, Despite her [nncésmtiui
thul she was merely enguged in research on the fertilily rites
of the Druids, she was sent on remittance Lo Americe, “Alter
all,” her Aunt Mathilds said at the 1ime, “we had the Yanks lur
four vears. It's oady fair.”

Amriving in New York, Blioky immediately made her
presence foll among the denizens of $2o0d Sirect.  In her
ennfiong efforts in behalf of Anglo-Amenan rclations, she
affered o put up her ovm moocy to recoed an album to be
Gtled Qanlee Parker Plays Gearge Formby. Tadd Dameron
reportedly was wriling a charl on Me Awarie Mabel's Knickers
fave (ot Holes i the Back when Bird disappeared.  She
never heard from him again, except for a picture postcard
trom Camarillo, :

Nothing daunted, the duchess then tricd to promote an
LP 1o be called Dute Elingon Meets Gracie Fiesds and
aivother -- one of her more intagioative projects -- titked fow
AMany Plays Melachrine. Nothing came of eftbér venrure,
altbough Duke (old her he loved her madly.

The duchess was frequently seen 3t Minton's and (he
Apollo durmyg this period, urging ber favewfies on with cries
of. *1 sey, too much!” wnd “Far ool what?™ Bw for several



years after that, her movements can be traced ouly inrcromit-
tendy. Tt iy known thal she spent some time in Ottawam, where
ber effarts w get the baad of dwe Ruyasl Cinadian Momied
Police to record  favorlie sclections from Rose Marie exraed
“her persona non gria stalus with the Canadian goserncaent.
It was during this peciod thal 1be duchess became strung
. out oo M&M’s. At the age of farty-two, she hicked ber babit
on the Rockefelicr alcobol substitution peogram., and in six

munths bost more weight than Charles Miogns and Jackie:

Gleason combined. But the years of negleet bad takeo their
tol] and when she next turned wp, she was madelling for the
Alllwight brothers, “Then, in a desperate Light to restoce boe

iy, she flew 10 BraAl (or plastic surgery — a face-lift so
extensive that it had the uwnexpecied Lhbough not wawolcome
side cffect of raising ber bustline four mches, The operation
lefl her {uce permancntly in B-flat '

) after’ ber retwn from Brazil, she met Fingers
Waathat foe the fist (e, She had dropped by the Sesmi-

‘hemidemiquacer to catch 4 se by Isabel Ringin Scttling at

- her favorite table with a coterie of wdmircrs, she saw Fingers,
hunched "in his ‘characteristic cadaverous curve owver Lhe
keyboard, and said, "My word" Fingers, carching a glimpse of
her t the same moment, said, “Owtasight,”

Introduced after he sci, the duchess aad Fingers fell an
immediate rapport and repaired 10 a dark carner of the dub,
It was 5o dark that Fingers ook off his shades to see her, then
pat them hack on, Bhinky poured out her heart to Fingers,
whose playiog, she said, she had lfoond obtuse, remote,
inaccessible and obscure - all qualitics that she sdmired She
told bim of her strugge 10 overcome her M&M habie, ber (r)
to Brazil, and ber operslum, .

Wild wich enthosiasm, Fimpers said he would [ike 1o
record an albwm in her honor and immediately: sketchad an

thne on the hack of an AFM emvelope containing a notice
a0 be was behind in bis uwnion dues, The Lunes would
include Thar Fuce, Yau've Changed, Black and Bhw, Smile,
Elevatinn, Groovi' Hiph, and Tumnry Tucker Time., As a
tribute to har face-lift, he 1old her, he wonld wse as a unifying
motif an altered major-seventh chord -- F-A-C#-E.
. y -- Fingers was already 0o 4 [frsl-name basis with
the duchicss — was aglow at the prospect. Bot Fingers feil
" mio, a melancholy, theoce into a swoon, When the duchess
asked- what was troubling lim, he said, "Money,” and showed
her bis contract with Honest Records.  Bhaky assured him
thal moncy. was no problem: she woudd finance the wlbum.

The next day, Fingers made plass 1o reéassemble his old
octel:  This was o prove more difficalt than he anticipted,
Switzer Land had joined the Fower Childrea and was now
consinged he was a geranium. Tom Boae had sbandoped
mugic 1o berome 1 surgeon, He had in face made Ristory as
the. firsl ‘man ever . perform a pre-froota! Jubotomy on
hinself, thus becommg the only person cver to he featyred on
the covers of hath Meironome and The American Joumal of
Neurofogy. He was no longer intereses in music and spent his
Jdays quietly in ao office with an "Out to Lunch™ sign on jhe
daoe.

Fingers finally clected to record in & Ko contexl and
began rehearsals with bassed Sumi Lowe and drummer Wilhe

Rushmore,

v
The Dochess of Bedworthy changed Fingers Wumbal's hfe,

In a week of whirlwind actvity she engaged attornevs An
Schmartz and Shister Scheisster to répresent him and bired
acepuntant Sawyer Cockoff as his business manager. Jess Fein
became hiz public relations counsel, and the duchess contacted
the British hoaking agency of Bean Bells and Ava Banana to
arrange & towr of Guernsey, Jersey, Skye and the Outer
Hebrides.

Since she circulated im the kighest crces, sbe wus able
to arraige an imttodoction to Park Benchley, the sociakie
record exctutive and, patrom of the arty. Fingers had read his
heralded wutobiography, The Imporiance of Being Me, in which
Benchley modestly admitted that be had personally imveoted
jarz, wilh a Liude help from Count Basic, Duke Ellington
Lester “Yoong, Coleman Hawkins, Louis Armstrong, Dan
Redman, and a few marc. '

Fingers was soon. being mvited 10 art gallery openings,
and. that greal ‘arbiter of American taste, Piggy Frigeentime,
personally showed i, al ber apartmrent o Surton Place, her
cehebrated coflection of paintiags.by her now-famous protege
Juson Shure Condor, Privately, Fiogers thonght they oked

like Technicolor bird droppiogs but, realizing that politics & - -

the berter part of valoe, praised them as "infercating, different,

and fragrant,” Friggestime became oac of his devoeees.
Decreeing that Fingers must give more thought to bis

image, the duchess outfitted bim io snits by Hard, Pecker, and

 Murx, shoes by Hiuee.Cueel, shirts by Piarfe Six, and calogne

by Pute de Paris. For his gloves — Fingers had atways had
trouble gertmg. gloses that would fit — she seot him o her
personal geatises, Hans Zup. She thought be should hegin to
use his real name, Joscph Wombal, but Fingers drew the line

.t this, suying he had prown etlached 1o Fingers and vice versa,

By now items about Fingers were appeariag in the gossap
cotumns, Trash Bor resiewed Fiqgers at the Semibemidoms-
quavef, hardly mentioning Isabel Ringin st all. The trade
paper's New York. editor, Heidi Hoe, thought Fingers war
‘cute” and Nis rousic "chaliengiog” But incvitably it was Pandjr
Mcrsey-Lodic who wrote the most pereeptive review. He flow
ur from Baltxnore and sat discrectly in 2 cormer, sucking oo
Quaaludes (be had given up smoking) and makipg potes, His
roview next afternoon in the Awreofe said:

‘Mr. Wombat's rclentless throbbing beal and restless
probiog lmes are among his most distincbve. characterstics,
Hiz richly exploratory music has a ceetain fo ite safs Quox, an
indefinible soupran of pervessity that sets him not o much
above his conlemporaries as apart from them.

"What & most admirable 5 his matunely develuped
comtempd for the audieace. Some jazzmen go o for cheap -
and pleasing melodicistn, or shallow dexterity and cleun atluck,
or mere beaoty of tope and yoicings, or an obsiously sensual
swing, Mr, Wombar suceumbs o aone of these casy tricks:
There © 1o trashy paadering to the listencr's pheasure. He



offers you absolutcly nothing, being lost in his own profound
thought. This renders his music extremely ditticult to lisien 1o
-- one might almost say upbearahle, This clears the way for
all puritans, whether Protestant. Catholic, or Jewish, ta like 1.

“And bi, music is rich in sodial significance. 1t more
than mects the quota for ioherent rewolulionism that 1 hase
sct for jazz musiGians before [ will even consider considering
them impartant, Fingers Wombar expresses m his music his
uncompromising apposilion to bad things, like war, croclty,
cxploitation, dscrimmation, paserty, and [ymine, which
eseryone is in favor of excepling a fow of the more advunced
and spiritual beings like me,

"No one bisteoing to it need feel any of the haunring gaik
that sleals over Amcricaas whenever (hey commit the nation’s
W0 most serious sins, wasting tioe and having fon.  Theee is
o fon in Nstening 1o Mr. Wombat. Aod une is not wasting
Hme: ane s being enhightened. One is hasing une’s conscious-
ness raised, 9o much 5o that there are reposrs thial an evening
with Fingers Womhat is & cure for baldness.

'His art has Meaming, His art is Relevaor.  Inceed,
Fingers Wombat is the harbinger of western decline, and |
wone bad the insighe, foresight, bimdsight, schotarship, snd
direct connection with revealed truth Lo recognize it Let Gaat
Pénthouse of the Fiflage Fice and Ralph Sccsaw of the San
Fernando Mownocle put (hit in their pipes and toke it

Fingers, reading - this over brunch at Toots Shor's, was
elaied. He celchrated with a butde of Chatcan du Pampe,
He had never thought of himself us Socially Significant hetoee.
But it was mmmediatcly ohvious to him Lhal everything Mer-
sey-Teshe had written was tre. "Now that he thought hack
aver b life, Ins {mme at’ Pot ‘High, the gig at the SHpil [on his
years with Boucher e (heval, his Prix de Rome, his invenlion
of triskaidckaphooic composition, it scemed to i thal he
had atwavs been desting”s tor,

VI

When Walter Wohlkarpitz read the Mersey-Leslic review. be
decided to record the pianist as soom s possible. In vicw of
the sudden acclaim he had received, however, Fingers deter-
mined to take a hurd line on his recoeding contract. 1le sent
his aftorneys 10 renegotiate it Schmarrz and Scheissler
announced that they had successfully done so: Honest Records
agreed to pay for the pager sleeves In his aThums.

(Fingers paid Schmarlz und Scbeisster .five 1hosand
dollars (or their work. Hoeest Records peid them ten.)

In view of the puhlicity, and the growing cramds resobting,
from them, Wohlkarpirz deaded 1bat Fiogers should be
recorded bive at the Scmibemidemiquaver. The Puochess of
Bedworlhy and Park Benchley planned a pala social affair, and
while recordimg engincer Tom Mix was yelling up his Wohlen-
sack in the men's room, Bella de Ball. socety shitor of the
New York Daily Nu, was husily making note of the famous
names m allendunce.

These icluded aclme mayor Ward Hieler, the noted
Reichian psychatherapist Hammond Orgone, Graver and Diver
Andover of Horace Heights, Meduss van Bicycle of Westehes-
ter, Chester and Fsilber Lester of Leicaster, Aretha Holly of

Port Chester, Richard Chichester of Rovhesier. Luncaster
Ancaster of Doncasecr, and Ficld Marshafl Helmut von Spike.
Wesl Germany's dushing ambissader e the United Nationy,
who escorted Cecille, the ravishing wife of the distinguished
French dipkma, sportsman, and novebst tha Cocu, Cocn
arcived Ler, awcompanied by the Hungarzm beauty lopa
Ferrazi, and exchanged friendly waves with his wile abd von
Spike,

. A hush fell as Roshmore and Lowe came na (0-the small
handstsad, folowed by a st of applagse as Fingers siepped
tnto the spotlight and sat down at piabo.  As npener, he
pluved a medley of Red Wing Indian Love Call, Cheeokee,
Along the Navajo Truil, Fole Moon, By the Waters of 110
Minnclonke, and Sweet Sic,

During (he subsequent applanse, the Duwhess smiled so
broadly cthar hes face modulated for a3 momeot inro C. Park
Benchley, in authoritacive and vibrant tones that oould be
heard several tables away, proclamed Fingess.“the greacest
pianist ol the last Lhinty years . . . No, forty,” cifectively
disrissing everyone since James P, Johnson - Piggy Frigeen-
time found Fingers “divine.”

Mndesily acknowbedioog this sodaim willr s <hght nnd,
Fingers .then Ewndhed woro one of lis acigisals, Wewehar
Rambie, followed by another of his enmpnsitions, based on
the chord chaopes of Charlie Parkes’s Dowig Tee, which he
had entithed Indigna, :

"Refreshingdy new,” Benchiey said.

Now, with a blue gel on the spodigitt, Fingers, head down
close to the kevboard and eves clased, went into rwa zhapsodic
hatlads, Abkee Wilder's famous If You See Kay, tatlowed by the
Zoot Sims classic How Many Tines Do ! Have fo Telf Yo 1
Love Yor?

*Sensitive,” Benchley announced.

Fingers then fearured his bassist in a pyrotecnic dpl;
cutirled Lowe Biow. It was during this nember that the on
misadseniure of the set nccuered. Doging a stresm of six-
ty-founh nntes, Lawe got his fiagers so cotangled in the striogs
that Mix had ta stop the tape while Wombat and Rushmore
extricated their cnlleague from his tostrument.  “Unprec-
cdented"” Benchley intoncd.  “Brilliant! I'e newer heard
anytbing Like it before! Regaining his composure, Lowe
picked up his bow and concluded his solo with a [erodous arco
pussage played oo Lhe stee] peg of hus bass -« a-echnigue:
perfected by the Jale Freddie Schreiber.  Fmgers ook over
rom there and phaved an wut-churus of buming inlensily.
filling the room with whal Jive magaeng bas called his
"Luble-napking of sound.” .

The acclamn at the end of Lhe et was deafening.
Everyone in the room applauded wildly, exceprmy Tlva Cocy,
whose Saint Cyr class ring was caught in Fergari’s gader hub.
Never having mastcred the sound of onc hard clapping. Cocu
dinged enthysiastically on o mghball glass wath o swivele stick.
Woblkarpatz rusked out to be dssured by Mt thar he had
wvervibing on tape, cxcopting the three mimutes when Wounthat
and Rushmore were freeing their friend.  Mix sasd thay
heeause the equipment bad hoen sct up in the men’s foom,



there wass 3 preblem of leakage on the tape. "Bul we gin n
it in the mix' be said. “Wonanusndeetol® Wollkazpitz said

The second set was cyen more of a sucocss than che frsl
By now Benchley was calling Fingers “the greatesi pianist of
“the lest bundred years” But the high pnint of the cvening
came aboul midnight when Fingers saw in the crowd his okd
[riend Zip Cudy, @ rumpel player so ongnat thal he had spent
mest of his professionul Jife working ja the post office.
{Because of hs musicat knowledge, he had been assivmed w©
the record warping  ronm.)

Fingers had in fact wanted Coxdy far lus first octet bur aa
imluriumate accident bad prevented his joiming the group.
‘ud;.', wha plaved # Drery Gillespee model trampet. had b~en

soghr n @ dowmpour during a solo at the Bulin Istand Jazz
Festival and had slmest drowned.  The resullanl poesmunia
had prechuded his joinjog the neter. He and Fingers had not
seen cach other in years. They had met again by change while
cashing checks m the drog store across from che Brill Buiiding,
: Fingers. msisted that Cody sit in for the last set.  Cady
unpacked his new hoso which had a Dirzy Gillespic hell.and
a Don Efwort fourth valve that permitted bim to play oa
pupase the quarter funes he had beea achieving throughoue
mrost of his carcer strictly by accidenr. .

During the ser. Cody plaved nies so high that they were
maudible in the Semibcmidesmiquaser, althouch they sct off
performances by cvery poedle berween Filth Avenpe and the
Fast River,

We've gor in afbum, we've got an albun!” Waohlkarpars.
ceied amid the stormy and prolonged spplanse. At this poing,
Cocu managed to free s class ring wilh a foud Spap! which
promptéd Ferrarl o commient demurely, "Ouch.”

The cvening bad heea for Fingers a Uiumph that would
erase forever the humiliation of his longawo Juze at the
'alerwurks concert.  He bad heen jussified al st

¥il
Fingers- Wombar Live ar the Semuliesiidembquarvr was teleased
six weeks after @ was recorded, in both mope and re-
chunnelled-for-stereo versions.  Jiw mygmwine called it “the
most unusual album Sioce Wetey™ Aelrind."” '

Fingers was in faur overwhelmed by the reviews, whicl
the Duchess collected in an owrich-skin covered ¢erapbook.
e was particulacly pleased by ane n Qocasional Keybozrdist,
which said that. he combined “the tone of Thelonious Monk.
rhe hyrmomc sophistication of Floyd Cramer, the invenlive
imagination  of - Fddie Duchin, and tbe touch of Mavrce
Rocen.” . :

Quc There, the quarterly of avantsrarde jarz avd coun-
temporary occultsm, said, “The comvoluted bipolar imploding
subllety of his music, its inctfahle dypamism, ils exponentially
recurnine imward-outward eangential involverment witl be [ound,
when divided by pi, &0 eonfiorm w 1he proportions of the Great
Pyrumid at Giza. There is nothing sanpiku aboul Fmpers
Waombat, who through his pration of the highcr harmunics
of etherie energy haw {reed 1he astral bedy of jazz o travel 0

othcr plancs.”
The Ohio Apiaist said Fingers had i “stimmor allsck

vared by a boneyed approach 10 hallads,” while The Inter-
national Mercenary-priised his *deadly accuracy and rapid fire
and long wrajecluries of sound culminaling in devistaltog
thytbmie explosions,”  Dr, Tancelat Carver, wrnling in (e
amusement section of the American Joumnal of Unnecessury
Surgery, admired his “sure slashing technique, Lbe pulsimg
crimson flow of his thought, and his ability to stitch togelher
the most imprubable sdeas” A review in Yonk, the journal of:
American Jdentistry, called che afbom, “transcendental”

Rough Rigers, the ofticial voice of the Teddy Roosevell
Fan Cluh, said o an cditorial, "4 poor hoy from Skye
Wiscopsin, who Bad 1o hitch-hike to Potsdam, New York,
find a pizno on whish to practice, Wombat illustrates the
triumph of the American dream. His carcer proves that the
poor dont need help, Those who havwe the grit and guts and
other @elues thar have made America what it is today will ge
there on gheir own. The rest doant descrve Lo .

"My Friends, the officiat voice of the Fraoklin Roosevell
Fan Club, said, "A poar hoy from Skyc, Wisconsin, who had

‘50 hitch-hike to Potsdam, Now York, to And a piano on which

o practice, Wombat iflustrates the {alteriog of the American
drcam. His carcer did not bemn lo blossom atd m Furope:
he was subsidized by a Prix de Rome, which permilred rhe
flowering of a talent that, in the woderfunded American
cducatonal system, might have withered vn the vine,”

- Stvgele, the official votee of the Nikola Lenin Fan Club,
siid that F’ingcrs Whetraied, the hypnatsy of the American
dreem. His music & & searing outery, the heartfelt protest of
ihe downzrndden nuasses against the ruaning dogs of eangster
capitalism.” i

The revicws were not anenimous, however.  Missisyippf
Mudder called the athum "bullshit.” Aad the jazz aitk of the
Climax New Mexico, Ster-Clrronicle-Lnguirer-Lxpositor-1ritunc--
Jovimal-PoseCriobe-Telegram-Democrat-Regubicun,  said  Lhal
Fingers was “an gppendix om the nlestine of juze”

Fingers wis al fist troubled by the few negalnve resiews,
but Park Bepchley rcassured him that the grest artist can
nhways cxpect to be misunderstood, and the reviews on the
whole' reflected what Bencbhiey had raid: in the album’s liner
neiles, osmely rhar Fingers was the geeatest pisaist of the Last
tovo huadred years. :

Ia any event. Fingers had little time to broad on reviews,
sioce he had to Fulfilf cogugements geavrated by the album’s
suceess, Turoing m his rented Solosox, he kfi on a ¢aur of
Nonk Americi: _

Tire 2 and 3: Palin Room of the Tropicana Hotel in
Fairbanks, Alaska. Junc 4, 5 and 6. Club Mootmarire in
Wapchuia, Floride. Juoe 7 Club Anstoorat io Kupuskusig,
CQatario. June & Club Coparabana in Faicbanks, Ataska, June
9 and Mr Minlons in Wawcross, Georpia,  June 13 Clob
Waikiki in Fairbanks, Alaska. Junc 1% la Cucaracha in
Merida, Yucatan, June 13: Le Purk Awvenug in L'Ahord--
a-Ploulfe, Oueber, June 14 and 15; Tahid Loange in Fair-
hanks, Alasks. June I and 17: Neptonc’s Net in Malibu,
California.  Junc 18 and [F Cafe Chic in S Jobn's, New- .
foundland. June 20; Palm Ruom of the Tropicana Minel m



Kodiak, Alaske.

The tour conclnded with foar months in- the Persian

Roont high atop the beautiful Hoted Leonard in downmtovm 1.

- Cathatines, Ontasio, with its breath-taking view of the OM
Canpl. Fingers was bappy about this. I gave him Gme 10
24t his laundry done.

Fingers used his time at the Hucl. Leopard well. Indecd the
four months were among the more productive periods of bis
life; and he turned out a cossiderable body of clussical

positian,
During bis Paris years, be had bewome consineed (hat
composers wore wasting their hme in experiments with quaster
tones.  Fingers had written a fow works in eighth Lones, and
leau anc wotk -- now, alas, bost -- in sixteenth toncs, and
then bad bogun reducig the size of his intervals even furthes,
dividing the actave wto 77 L2 parts, finally producing his
famous Fifth Quinter, Opus 80, No. 174, known as the
Clissando, scorced for (oar violins and a slide whistle, The
work had been widely acclaimed - “astonishing,” one of the
Freach critics called it — but seldom performed, due tarpely 1o
the scarcily of accomplished shde whistlists.

Fingers vevised it during his stay in St Catharines,
rcserg-ing it for four violas and trambone, which gave it a
darkér tone. At the same time, be decided o tighten the weork
somewdat, climinating the fourth, seveath, and eighth move-

" tients, thereby redneing its playing tme to two howrs,

" .The pext week be began work on his Woodwind Quartet,
Opus 812, scored for-ocarina, bagpipe, bass saxnphone, and
eunuch flute. This lovely work, which shows the composer's
mastery of unnsual instrumental ¢obors, has onfortunataly beer
oversbadowed by the colebrated Aleatory Rhapsody, compased
immediately afler it.

Fmgets wus of toarse famibar with the work of the
Flemish composer Picrre Mouche, which offered, he felt, some
improvewenl on llx: usual chance mechanisms.© Mauche's

;

B

as it went. Since the flies sually dicd, lhlsntg'nded (o give the
music a static quality. Fingers wanted something that wowdd
e more akive. -

. In St Cathariges be got the ides of spraying honcy with
dn atomizer (experimen established that it was best to dihue
it) onto score paper imd then rcleasing ants of diffcreat sizes
and.colors to walk acruss the ficld of randam 1ackiness. The
ants would get. stuck on the bavey spots. Large black ants
could signify whale notes, red ants quarter noles, the small
kirchen ants cighth norex, and so forth. Since the jnis in their
uruggles woald tend to wriggle, this would produce ineresting
tremalo effects, And sinec the ants would eat their way free
of he hooey spats and move an, only to become stuck Bgain,
the resullant music enull -not be predieted even by the
cm:;;met Tor it wonld consumily change cven as it was being
perform. :

Like all great artisls, Frogers did not at fiest grasp the
significance of his own imovalion, As usuel, the work svas
oot fully understond umil Pandil Mersev-Leslic clasified the -
issac.. “The advantages of The system,” Mersev-Leslie wis:lo
write some time later, “are eaormows, L {rees the composer
from the tedium of -dealiog with harmony, counterpoinr,
rhythmic notation, and all that ather horiog stuff. But most
inportant of all, i frees music itself from the intercession of
fallide humin judgment and Lhe subjective sclection’ pencess
of compasers.” .

At the moment, bowever, Fingers was merely fascinate
with the technique tn and of itself. He learned that lhere
were 4,712 known kinds of ant This made the oumber 48
possible combinutions virtoally indeterminable. Giver o
enoneh orchestra, the range of colors hecame wfine, Yel
chamber croups could also perform the Aleatory Rhppsody,
which is why the work has been sobdtled Any Nimber Con
Piay. -

Fingers way tired when bhe finished work op this com-
position, but his ereative jaices were stifl Mlowing *He thought -
hec might try his band at 2 song, and although he had never
written & lyric before, he was confidenr e could handle @,
Aller all, be had once read a book colitled How ro Ger Rich
ire the Music Business, which confiimed i paragraph on writing
lyrics. He decided he would like to write 3 Califorma song,
onc that incarporated some of the more romantic names of
places in that statc. Sewcral such soogs had already heen
wrillen, of course: Z Left My Heart in San Clemente, Do You
Know the Way to Sem OFay, It Happened in Moo Bav.
[hring (be job at Nepiune’s Net in Mabbu, Fingers had
becorme entranced by Uwe pmame of the naval basc, Port
Hueneme, promounced Why Koee Me, and he decided to
immortalize W in somg. And that is-how be came w write:

The moon was pew over Poiol Mugu ' |

the night I came from Simi

o sharc with yon a rendezvous

on the beach at Port Hucnemc. :

We strolled the sand. you held my hand,

my glasses grew all steamy,

The waves dud crash and splish and splash

on the heach at Port Hucneme. '

It was rather strangt on the rifle range,

my darking bwle Mimni, -

but we had no-where else o o '

but the beach at Port Hueneme,

The M.P.s cume, we had to leave

as duwn caume up bke thunder.

I still bold dear the memory

of romance (orn asumder,

1 see again the Oxnard plain

in dreams that will not free me.

But that was Oh so loiig ago

oh the beach a1 Port Hueneree . .

ah yesh,

the beack at Post Hucoeme, ' .

Fmgers was pleased with the 'song. He liked it3 ‘Woigery



and symbolism and fell 1thyl it had u certain Freach cealism
ahou it He sent a leil sheet 1o his friend Soaya Papermaon,
who recarded it on Obscure Revords,

The job at the Peesian Room ran its course pleasantly.
Fingers recerved a rave review from Victoria Lawn, jazz critic
of the St, Cathurines Substandard, wino deserbed his playiog as
‘oncxpected” He retumed Lo New York in the fall of 1966 uc
'67 -- he cowld never semember which, ereating u problem that
stl has his biograpbers haffled.

™

Fingers recorded a new trio allam shaortly aftec his relura to
New York, the unjustly neglected Moda? Yodes, which included
"unes by Miles Davis and the kgeadary Yoyo Yokum, Bul it
a5 the Semibemidemiguaver album that conrinued 10 generale
interest, and fan mall was becoming a problems, which the
Duchess of Bedwarthy aflevied by screcning it She prassed
only the most interesting mail te Fingers, inclading that which
contained giftc An admirer in Sull 1lollos, Tennesee, named
Mason Jarman seot him & case of high-grade white Lightaing,
an inlemperate sampling of which rendered Fingers comutose

for three days, .

Twn women - Helena Hanbasket of Troy, New York,
and Lois Carmen deNominalor, an algebrs teacher in Cum.
ming, Virginia -- peoposed mardage.  Aorora Snecdle of
Froitful, Utah, wente 10 say thal she had an unusuab hoblu:
she had babics hy famous jazz musiciuns. She alrcady bad
cleven and hoped that Fingers would belp her bring her
collection to an even do7en. Refecling that she, bad abnost
enough to start ber owm hand, Fingers considercd makKiog a
vontstbulion, but in the end he dedined the imitation ®ith
Lhinks.

One of the most interesting letters came from a Navajo
shamaa wamed Dromdrum Snake Eyes, why' said hat ja bis

‘;1&« quest for ever more modern agricedtury] methods, he

indoced his people 0 do their rain damce 10 Fingers
album. This bad tecbled the ramfall, quadrapled the nrize
crop and, most impoetant of afl, produced an cightecn million
“dollur profil on pot ssles, which the sibal leadees planned 10
use (0 buikl 2 sohool and bospital. This puzzled Fingers. Try
as e might, he could not sce whar his music had to do with
this ingrease m ceramic prodaction.

Caolin Yuhu wrote [rom Rupeuwred Moonty, Alberta to say
that he and his wile hud decided to play Fingers™ album over
the sound systerm of (heir chicken farm inviead of the usval
Manzavani records, This bad increased production by ewen-
ty-seven pescent, although the cggs came vl syuare.

Fingers was pleased by this cvidence that he wus im-
proviog the world through mosic, but he had Euwle time tn
musc on soch maffers, For onc thing, he had persennel
problems with his hio. Simi Lowe and Willie Rushmore bad
decaded to form their ovm group, 4 duo consisting of bass and
drams. They felr thin olher instramcons gof in Their way,
Fingers was sorry to lose them but wished them well and
promised wo come Lo Ltheir first openug, if any, Aller audilion-
ing musicians for o weeks, he hired Slecpy Walker an hiss
amd Chick Chickering on drums.

@

. Led,

AL the same fime, his career a5 o clasvicst composer was
making steady progress, He received a commission 0 write 2
new paece fir the Arcane String Quartet of Baynnne, New
Jerses -- not, as has been crroacounsly stated clsewhere, for the
Sioux City Suc Sousaphone Socicty. Indeed, the creumatances
of the writing of this work bave been frequenthr miszepresen-

The facts are these:

Fingces was spending a quict Sunday kecping up with the
ntber arts, as was his wont. He had juse Iclt an cxhibit of
Kcanc paintings, which he greatly sdmired, and was on his way
to a rctrospective on the films of John Pavme. Heading
uplown on the IRT, he was enthcalled by Lhe soreech of the
wheels in Lbe tums, He noticed that the pitch wax E-sharp,
and decided that this should be the key of hs new quartel,
Admitfedly, the key signature would be 3 litle bard 10 rend,
bul Fingers chose nol Lo comprosmiaz,

He begun (0 sketch the work on a Nedwk's napkin, and
ocomplerad it within a week, Tt & in this quartet thar we
cocounter the noxt major advance i his harmonie system.
e had been using the faued octave for some years, and il
was gow widely imitated, although [ew musicians have uldicesd
it with the consummate skill of ds originator. T the Ouariel
in E-sharp, we first find the flarted elesenti.  Occasionally,
adding further ension, i is nsed in suspension

Because of the circumstances of jts compasition, this wark
is somenimes referred ro as the Keane Payne Quartel. Tt had
ils premiere on Seplember 15 of that year in Bayonoe, hefore
wn audiencs of elesen, two of whoo staved to the end.

X

Fingers wusz disappoioted by the iniial reception of this
quarcer. The Bavonne Bayaet cut him to the quick, saying,
‘It 35 haed to see the point of this work. There is a secrion
in the third movement {marked allegro ma noa treppa kncn)
in which the high melody (?) linc is carried by the ocllo /hile
lhe bass line ts assigned o the viokns. Though admittedly
uriggoul, Lhis procedure i odd, to say the least”

it would not be uadl the goartet was issued on Deleted
Records two years laler that the world would begin to Lake
its troe measure, For the peesent Fingers wis in' 4 fank. Ay
wsual, it was the Dochess, of Bedworthy who offered the wises|
counscl.  She said he shonld immerse himsell in some oew
project.  She wrged him o compose a soag aycle, something
scrious, not mere popular songs, and even suggested the
subfect: some of the Canadian rural poets of the Jate Nine-
tcenth Centucy, with whose works she had hecome enamored
al the time of ber concretemps with the RCMP. When Fingers
read the poems, he immediately east his depression aside and
wend tn work, settog to music ope by James Melnryre
(1827-[9016), written when the farmers of Tngersall, Ontarin,
senl & sevan thousand pound cheess (0 the Paris Expusinun of
1897, where it sharcd bonors with the Javancse music that so
captivated Debussy,

ODE ON THE MAMMOTH CHEESE
We bave scen thee, queen of cheesc,
Lying quielly al your ease, - .



Gently fauned by escning breeze,

Thy fair form no [lies darc scize.

All gaily dressed soon you'll go

Ta the great prosinas] show,

To be admired by many x beaw

Tn the Gty of Toromo.

Cowy oumerous as a swann of bees

Or as the leaves upon the trees

Ir did require (¢ make thee please,
And atand oneivalled, qucen of cheese.
Mey yon not receive i scar us

We have heard that Mr, Harris

Iniends b0 send you off as far as

The great world's show in Paris.

Of the youths beware of these

For some of them might rudely squecze
And bite your cheek, then soags or glees
We coul nol sing, ob! goeen of cheese,
We'rt thou suspended from balloon
You'd cast a shade even at noon

Folks wouid think it was the moon
About 10 fafl and crush them soon

Fingers considered submitting the song Lo Florenoe Foster
Jenkins but decided to write mare of the cycle before deter-
mining bow (0 dispuse of it. He went (0 work setting snatber
of Mclntyre's poems, & praise of other poets:

We have scarcely time Lo kel thee

Of the and gifted Shelley,

Kind-licarted man bat ill-fured,

So youthful, drowned and ¢remaled,

Fingers was nexd occupied with vne of Mclatyre’s sea
poems, including this vivid quatrain:

 An English ship.when homceward hound

Near to its part was shiparecked found,

For it had strock @ sunkem rock

And was slowly sinkivg from Lhe shock.

Fingers then tormed to the poems of John Gay (1810-1.
§91), includiog:

Mary, Mary, Queen of Scot

Yoar needlework is' not forgot;

Three bundred yeurs have passed, rhey say,

Yoor beautiful piece of tapestsry is still m the hands of

Mrs, Thomas Dunn, of Nassagavay,

© And 'this:

Englaod, with all her fankts, [ Jose her sull

Let men of no priciple say whar they wAlL

There xre thonsands of rotten Englishmen, 1 must comfess,

Torn their back on their country and dirt their nest.

For my Queen and my conniry I've always proved True,

And my colours will stand by the Red, White, and Blue.

Finally, be set a poem by James McRae (1849-1930),

" complaming of deccitful devices wsed by women o embeltish
and disguise their figures:

How oft thus lay the scact way

In which the gawe i3 played: --

A shapeless mass, by aame a Jass,

Is artfully arrayed, .

[s ncatly bound with mctal round

And trimmings wiscly made,

And padded o'er with wosrthless store

Tao cover unbelrayed

The sad defects, which one detects

When nature o displayed.

With tender care they leave quite bare

What parts are fit to face,

Or please the eyes of youths they prize

No matter what their place. :

Fingers plaved the song cycle for the Duchess and Ba
Beochley at a special social cvent at the lstter’s apartment,
Some of the BLstepers were overwhelmed and sat in sllence
until Benchley led the way by acclaiming the warks "mac- .
rermvellous,” after which the applause was constderable.

Fingers made a demo of the songs and enthusiasticalty
played it for Waller Wohlkarpitz at Honest Records.  Woht-
karpirz said that he did not think the songs were "commenical
cnough” and told Fingers he was free to take them samewhere
else. A similar verdict was delivered by other reoned exaco-
tives. Fioally, Fingers took the advice of a fricad Bic had made
during the Hotel Leonard emgagement and applied for a
Candda Council grant..

The Canadians, theidled by this esidencs that the Amers-
cans were faintly sware of thewr existence, offered Finpers Lbe
opportunity to record the somgs in Toronto.  Fingers so-
medialely began booking For a Canadian artist 1o perform them.
He soon learned that Deanna Durbm and Bobby Breen were
relired, Aon Murray was wnavailable, since she was only fve
al the ime, Fmogers settled on the Toronto Symphosty; the
Mendelssohn Choer and the St Michaet's Boys (‘.goir,
Canada Council gave him s recording budget of half a milli‘
dollars, most of which he speat on ovcrdubs. :

Scven hundred thousand copics of the album were pressed
aod it can now be found m remainder bins from Pgwincket,
Rhede [sland, 10 Bondi Junciion, Australia, somelmics s¢Hmg
for a3 moch as sivy cems. Ta fat, a travellker recently
reported coming across several copes m  Cochabamba,
Colombea, where the natives were using them as frisbees.

. X1
Despite initial mdilference 10 i, the Canedien Caper album
gradually grew inlo a success d'estime, il not a commercial
ane, The Duchess of Bedworthy added Lo Fingers’ scrapbonk
rave reviews from the Medicine Hat Band, the Minscapolis
Bore, the Burbank Baug, the Towmbstone Eagrawer, the Oraope
Coumnty ffeil, the Schroon Lake Nooner, and the Yukon Yellow
Teicte. The Ieicte fousd the album “mysifyving, intimidating,
mcomprchensible, and thesclfore probably profound. ..

Fropers appreciated that, and several photes of him 1aken
at the rome — a dashing figire « would seem (o indicatce that
hc was happy. But bis emotional state was not that - simple.
He was sufllermy from an acole attack of the divine discontent
that is never far delow the surface in the (rue artist. It was at
this time that he decided to osganize the Fingers Wombat



Ghost- Band, T

.7 The Dand’s first {and Jas) album for Honest Recards,
Ghost of a Chance, -a colectors’ item wilhin a woek: of its
_ release, contained, i addition to the Gtle lunc, Ghost Writers
i Dqgume, Haunted Heart, Danse Macabre, 1 See Your Face

1i

Before Me, Fiogess' hauoting arcangement of A Night on Bald

Mountain, Split Feel, T You Couid Scr Me Now and fve Got
" My Mojo Working.

. The havd, which was highly experimenta), contamed
Peazce Eardram an lead trumpet, Slide Rule on Grst tom-
bons, Shp Harner on jazz - frombone, aod oo lead ato, Pearl
Keyes, of whoom many znlhusmxl-c oritics had said, "She plays

for a chick.”

Why Fimgers cleeted to organize a- ghost band hefiwe he
was cven doad remained s mystery until receptly, when Pat
Bolloms, jaze columnist (or Madern Tobogganist, caught mp
with kim shile he was gskime al ‘Gslaad snd did an in-depth
wtersien abons. the state of the art al thal time.

It’s hard to say,” Fiogers said, Al T ¢an do fs pive some

mpat to ypur averview.  Like, 1 was having teouble interfucing -

with my record Iabel, comamnicaton-wise, The company was
kind of profit oncn:cd, mopey-wise, And T don't hase 1o tell
you, that cap be a drag. But I was younger then, ]'ke, yOU 3N
dig it, and nant busipess-wise. At that point i Lime, [
wanked to give it'my best shot and huild a vigble bud, il you
know where 'm coming from. The bottom lme s thid 1 was
- into the public. 1 had been suffesing from termmingd boredom,

end [ decided to really go foe it, organize a world-class band
- that people could argmhly ideonfy with and relate to, Thag

was the main thrust, momentarily, of what T s deing; il you

know, hopcfull\ whut I'm saying. That's where ms-head was -

at, head-wise.”
-Fingers, m a laid-back mood, laid bark, sipping a Pesnod.
some ways, like,” he sasd, "l guess il was a happy pericodd.
wasn't fegling up-ticht or anythimg, because I was having a
meaningfol relationship, N1 ¢nded sadly, though” He declined
to elsborate, but he was probably roferring to the Fronch
dansense Totu Divine, fos whom be was composing @ ballet at
the time.  Thir sbe was the partner in this meaningful
rolatigngitip cannot he- eontirared hecavse Mike Divine, while
posing-for somcep:hlmt}‘ sulls, did a jete’ off the observation
piatfom of the Empire State Building,
-oever reached the ground, therebs -arousing the
interest: of the Fortean Socicty. Erik son Doaniken suys she
has been secn  dancing oa the wases in the Bennuda Triangfe,
usually o Les Sylphrides.
"Yeah,” Fmyers sand peosvely, “it really tmpacted on ate.

It was a réal bummer,”

xXn

A:ﬁa:r the commercial failure of bis ghos band, Fingers bogan
to wobder i be might be in the business. Honoest
" Records: ket his contract lapse and Walter \kohllarpnr senl
bim a (mal voyalty statement indicating that he way in debt 1o
the company for $11,692,431.09, of which more chan seven
millign was for photography and liner nates. The Duchess of
Bedworthy, lookimg clsewhere for Anusement, becam; the

. books,- his

-m-Temmwd Clavichaord.

man@urdauonpo(midgetmobsm&omNean Sensing
her enddness, u‘xigels asked if she wopld send him his scrap-

recovd of happicr days, bul the Puchess suid she
bad accidestally thrown them ont with a pie of old Down
Beats. Park Benchicy and Pigry I‘nggcnllme 0 longer iovited
him ¢n their pertics, and had -his vnfisted phome
sumber changed. The ‘ﬂ.cmlscm.ldj iquaver bucame succes-
sively a strp joint, & macrobiolic rmmam, a discotheque, o
mussage parler, and a Nepalese restaurant staffed by a troup
of uncmployed midget acrobats.

It was the darkest time of Fingers' life. Twice be
overdosed op 2225, obtained frod a ennnection in Toroato,
stining stoned for two days the first it three the sccond.
Iyabe] Ringin returned the lead sheets he sent her.  Amanda
Reckowwith didn't bothes ta do that. Even the members of
his 0ld rhythm scction, Simi. Lowe and Willie Rushmore, who
had gived up their dun te go oo the fmgles business and had

purchased Daricd, Conmecticur, were bavely p to him when -
they éncouniered him ob Seventh Avenuc, for a gig.

‘R was- ab this peint that Fingers hcnrd about Woody
Herman's: remark that the bost pr for the music
business was a law degree, He got & job'as a cab driver and
entolled at Cheatham Law School. Ahhough he pursucd bis
studies ardently, his love of n:nsnc woald nat leave ki, l!e
wrote a song consisting of a rising and thon. descending C
mijor scale, which he ciled A7 of @ Sudden My Heart Sinks,
Fawinaied by (he principle which be had discovered, he wrote
5mﬁhrsougsmandwma;o¢and m.mnrh.ys utifizing the
same rigag and fafling partecn, He continued his cxploration
of the principle and wrote simitar in all the modes  and
in the whole-tone, diminished, chromatic, and pestatonic scales.
He copyrighted thik -massive song cydc uader the Litle The
"He has it covered,” @ Pandit.

Mcrsey-Leshic -- his ealy remaiming fncnd during tbis Jifficult
petiod -- put it
Fingers was graduated in only (wo Yedrs -al the head of

bis taw class. He was quickly admittet] 10 the New York State
bar and hung out ids shmgk He missed mosic, of course, umd
spent his Sundays improvising in Ios (Hskaidekapbonic system,
refishing the tich colors of os flatted fourths and octaves. His
law practice flourished and he moved (0 Park Asgone and East.
64th Strect,  Gradually his old, Jife faded i mewacy.

One wliermoon, howeser, lacking amything hetter to do,
he decided to rewread his contract with Henest Reoords. Far
the first time he was able to undeestand it "Like, waw, man,
Tve been screwed” he said to himself, “He filed a malpmcucc
suit against his former sitorncys, Schmar(z und Stheister, He
won his case and was awarded Lwo millivn dollars.  Schmare
and Scheisster were disharred in New York Sate and moved
to California, & pationdd wildhife preserve for crocked Tawsers
and qudges. Fingers then sued his formier business manager,
Sawver Cockoll, tor msmanagement of funds. Cockolf setcded

ol of ¢ourl for 4 aum that bas pever been discloscd, tlwug):

he was seen somc manths lafer selling Blatkwmg pencils in

fioot of the Brill Building.
.But ‘Fingers’ great legal .masterstroke wis yel 1o come,



Drnvimg home oot night 1o his estate in Old Lime, he noticed
that after the radio stalion to which he was listening went off
the air, it emitted only silence, marred of course by a litle
surface noise, :

Fingers had always recopnized that silence is a major
companent of music, and the more be Bstened to the silence
being broadcsat by the station, the more it resembled his
Eighth Octct, Opas 888, This oted is noloriously difficult 1o
play, containing as it does sach details as double stops on
oboe. So many notes had been marked tacey (hat the re-
cordimg consists of twenty-three minutes of silene2, The album
had ool sold well, m spite of a review in which Pandil
ze_xus'-Lee}ie had culled it “restful” hut Fingers remained fond

i,

Fingers stayed up Lhal might, making nates on all the radio
and television srations Lhal playedt his octet doring the carly
maofning bonrs, He realized that he bad 2 massive hit on his
hands and neither BMI nor ASCAP nor for that marter
SESAC had bothared 20 log i,

He began preparing a suit against the broadcasting
industry -- and the recoeding industry as well, sinee they were
playing segmengs of his octet in the grooves between the tuocs
on LPs. Mecantime, for vecreatiom, he worked on another
magnam opus, his Twebe-Tone Tuney We Al Love to Sing.
(He [ch that his wriskaidckaphonic spuem was oo dillicult for
most smgers.)

The brosdcasting and rceord industry Tawyers luughed
when Fingers sul down to play bard-hall with them, but
stopped when Federal Cowrt Judge Fairleigh Honest euled in
Fingers' favor o groamds of rccognizable resemhlance, which
is the criterion in music plugiarikm cases. Going into panic
nerworks and radio stations begen brnadcasting music atl night,
but Fingers filed a second suit and proved that he had been
m«wﬁgblwaﬂmcscalcsmmde\md any portions

reof.

Pandemcaium reymed in the Brill Building and, when
Fingers pat liens on all the music publishers, it began raiming
royalty thicves in New York, Music business cxecutives were
O.Djng in men’s rooms all oser Nashville, Los Angeles, and
Mussel Shoaks, “Wombat Owns Music!,' Tresf Bor heudlined.

The sunts and countersuits dragged throngh the courls for
years. On May 12, 1985, the US. Supreme Court ruked for
Fingers. The damages amounted to more than ten tallion
dollars, which the industry was unable to pay. The nine

jons that controlled virluadly all commuonications in the
United States came inta Fingers' ownership.  Legal experts
predicted that hce  woold Win pending cases in England,
Frenec, Canada, Austrabia, New Zealand, Andors, Lichrenstein,
amd Micronesia, Fingers Wormbst owned all the toges and all
the silence op carth.

Fingers was-as generous in victary as he had always been
forgiving in defeat. He allowed Waiter Wohlkarpitz ro stay an
at Hooest Records as his gencral assistant.  Shaken by 1his
magnanimity, Wohlkarpitz underwent a conversion and hecome
a chympion of cthical behavior and the righis of the artist,
almost o the poiar of being boring.  Fingers annoimazd thal

ke was dovating all the scakes and ¢hords (o wusicians
evervwhere, to be used by Lhem in perpetdity Bithout: gaymye
royalties to him. Hc [fovbade rovulty theft by his recoed
companies and publishing bouses, and st Wohlkatpilz 10
police the industry, on the grounds that oo ¢ne in the world
kocw better how thest larcenies were commined

He required thut bis [ar-flung heoadcadting empire pay
royalties to performers, and he increased ehe sirplay rovaltscs
to composers and hricsts, He required BMI and ASCAP tn
do full and accurate loggings and, since he owned the
publiching industry, he had the clout to scc that it was donc.
He ramsed the mechanical rovalty o ten oonds a track.
Followmg the French practice, he gave composers and Hyrigy
twoethirds  nferest in their own songs, rather Lthan Lthe
percent peeviously paid by American publishers, He com-
manded ¢har all record contracts be strwtured ke those of
Brazil — studio and production costs ke be borne not by the
aroist but the record compamy, rovallies Lo begin with the firg
record sold

Hc probitited the graphic porteaydd of wiolence on
television, onc result of which wax un eyghteen percent decline
in public viokace. Hc forbade the recording of bad music and
illiterate lyzics, which produced in immediale and stirthng nve
in the lieeracy of school children. Actused of cemeomship, e
replicd that a mcasure of ¢ensorchip was implict in any
selection process and thit wheress the hroadcasting and record
industries had for years systemarically censored out the good,
he was merely censoring it back in.

Fingers endowed sJionls afl ever the world with schal-
arships and band mshruments. Children were trained in sight
sanging at the age of slx, and so it was newer agam possibke to
con or decerve the voung abont music, And the stimuhus of
dealing in abstractions raised the peneral level of .inteRigence
by twelve points and brought sbout improved perforoasc
Al Torms of logical ]'hc'vllght. The music of the world wat
¢hanged. Hatred waned, beancy reigned, and screnity followed
in 1% wake, . :

Fingers was awarded an hoporary high schoel degrec in
his home town. When he reluroed to Wisconsing the Skye
High Marching and Drinking Band perfgrmed i comeery of hig
classics, mcludmg Worbai Remble and Tiber Rag.  Fingery
thought the perlormances lefr something to be desred, b
smiled m gente tolerance, and be was touched by the eribure,

He encountered many fricnds from his childbood, in-
duding Patence Hopefully, with wbom he had smended
kindeegarten. She was now the Skyc librarian.  Fingers was
amazed to Icarn that <he had through alf these yvears kept &
surapbook of hnis achievements, and so his dippings were nng
kst after all.

He pastponed his departure for a week, and then another
woek, and Paticnce finally admitted that she had always loved
him from a distunce. And =0 they were marded wnd wenl Lo
live in a housc im a fur-ofl forest, by a fake with swans,

And we all Tved happily ever after.
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