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Part Two

Twanted (¢ see where my dad waz born," Dave Brubeck said,
Ho 1 eoak Inda ard the kids and we deove op thers, When we
gnt there we found a higroric Califorsia marker, and T think i
gaid, “Thiz is the site of (he last Indian vprisioe in Cabfornia”

"My matber’s athiude wis, 'Don't 2l im that noosense)
And oy farher toward tha end of his e old his prandsom,
Peler Brubeck, (o be proud of what vou are. We just s2w him
westerduy,  He owns o restawrant in San Luds Crbispo called
Brubecks, He's Henny's son”

Peter and Elizsbeth ey Brobeck had three zoms, all of
whom hecame musicians, Henry, the eldest, eventually was
head of muosic in the Santa Barbara pablbic and hieh school
sysbem.  He is dead. Howard hecame dean of humambies an
Palomar College, Dave, the voungear, was born Degember £,
1920, in liis mother's haete tows, Conened, Califorota, which
15 4 bede oorth oof Oskland, but the family moved o Tooe,
aboul 115 miles east of Sun Francsco. (51 Evans was boro m
Torombe May 13, 1912, but his famiby seetied in Stockton when
he was seventeen, which would be in 192 Dave omas oioe.
From my cooversations with (3l 1 afwaps got the feeling he
considered Stockion his home town,

When the Dave Bruobeck Cuartet achieved an  almost
unprecedented -- for jazzr — succcss in the 1950, even making
the cover of fime magazine, an immediate air of condescen-
sHm presw up among oritics.  That sor of thing is recurrent in
Jees, o memilest of an underlying comviction that nothing zood
can ever be popular and, by corolisry, what 1= popular cannot
be pood. Because of this popularity, and (o an sxient becauss
Dave was mieresied m gomething esoteric called counterpoint,
he was bonked of s an effere white academic who had
apudied, heaven foebid, with Daciue Milhaod and who was
somelow poaching oo a preserve thar wasot his. T remembbes
tallkiisg to Dave feward the end of the 19505 Boding him a
tiore  sensitive man than hid apparently inesgingaishable
optimist would suggest; and finding hrm guite hurt wbout
wome f fhe reviews, He was never gven the credit he
deserved fir iz early and extensive sxpenmeniz with com-
poimd time fgures,  Bul the facl 15 that i being even an
gighth Tndian goalifies wou for cerfain government Indign
benefits, Dave conld mo more e consideced "white” thas Frank
Trumbaver, or, for that maiter, somebody who 15 one-quarter
"black.' And as for ellete; Duve waz o working cowboy by Lhe
vume he was thirieen, f

"Wy dad,” Dave sad, “war @ calleman and a top rodeo
roper, maybe the top in Celifornizg some yvesrs, Ie was Che
Sulimus Fodeo and Livermore champion m roping. e wanled
a son thal would Tollew bim, 1 was the younegest of the soms,
2o I was his Jast chance, He would come down to San Simeon
anck bew caltle from the Hearst stock,”

Trave waz refernng (o the huee ronch of ocwspoper megnais

William Kandolph Hearst, which ecrupivs magnificent haily land

pverlnoking the Pacific, Hearst stocked it with exotic animals
from all over the world, including dangerons wild Evropean
boar which (urped native and are soll bonted in that part of
the country, The ¢limate changes there; you are north of the
Tehuchapi, which divides Califoraia into its two distingt regions,
wnd the magnificcor Big Sur country statis just & little aorch of
San Simeon. The huge, preposierous, ard gloomy Hearst
castle srands atap a long rse, overfuoking the sea. Among its
pdher archirectural indnlgences is a full Remam bath, which was
pholographed in the film Spemeaw. Hewrsd tuised some of the
finest bionded cartle in the west.

"My dad covered the western states, buying caltle for a big
company called the Maoffet Meat Company,' Dave said, "And
ke myself, he was aloays on the road. e wanted to seitle
down, S0 the company pave him a 35.000-were ranch to
manage, if voo can imagine how large that i 5. In some
places it was owcnty-five miles across, He moved there and
rak me and my mother when [ was twelve, The ocher boys
stayed in Concord, where we were born, Howard o finish high
school. Heary at this time was playing with Del Cowrtney and
(3il Evans. (5 hawl a band out of Stockton.

Yimmy Maxwel was one of the trumpet players i that
band, Jimmy and T were talking about it npnc time, and he
mentoned the persecution of the Japanesc during the war,
They confiscated their lands and sold them cheap. Jimmy's
facher had 2 Japanese [Hend, He bought the gin's land.
When the neighbor came back after the war, Jimmn's {ather
sold him the land back for a dollar,

"The Skinnay Ennis band was really from Stockion. When
3l amd the band moved to Los Angeles, he really couldn’t
make il. Skinnay Ennis was a singer. He said, "'l take this
band, 'z woaderful,! and he fronted it

1 didnt know Gil until ¥ went to bear the sessiom he did
with Miles Travis, and e had arranged The Duke,” The Duke
is eme of Dave's best-known compositions. Gil's magnificent
arrangement of it is io the landmark Mifes 4head album.

“They weee in the editing room.  Teo Macero introduced me
to GiL Gl brought it wp. He said, ‘Brubeck. Did wou hawe
4 heother wha played drums?™ L said, “Yeah, Heory! He said,
T mewver pat that together. He was a grear drammer, and he
played with me in Stockbon!’

“Sn Heary stayed in Stockion to play drims wath Gil, and we
migved to the ranch o looe, It's m the foothells of the Sierra
Mevadas”

Gif led that hand In Stockien from 1933 to "3, aod coo-
tmued 10 write for ir after it became the Skinnay Ennis hand
in Lo Angefes. The hand was not famous through recandings.,
It was knowm ta most of us as the bouse hand cn the Bob
Hope weekly radio show, Also in the bind and writing for i
wis Clapde Thorshill, Tt is probably impossible fo sorf out at
thiz Yate dage who iofluenced whom and fo whal extest, but
certamty Gil and Thorohill were of a mind ahout the lareds
biz hand.  Gil seems not to heve bad the qualities of a
bamlieader, surrendering that anthority frsf (0 Ernis, then to
Thornhill, and lates to Miles Davis,  Bol Gil was the key
figure in developing thar strange, baunting, Joating, open sound



e Thornhill band lazcr had, uiibriog twe French boras, an
petrement developed from the buatiog korn, and cne whose
vory sond evokes loneliness and distance.  Gil wrole the
'|pe;'1'|" charts on Antropeicgy, Yordbind Suite, and Dontig Lee
lor Tharnhill, The homugraphers of jazz like wo meky Miles
the leader of the mosement fhat produced the so-called Bich
ke Cool, Bar teo of s architects wers fohn Tewis and
(HiE both of whoem bad a taste for space aod didance in thei
work,  Both were men of the wesi

Tt was collertive,” John said of the 1945 eroup tkot reorded
for Capilol  "We were vounger thew. We paed Lo mear
sround Lthe corner from 520 Serect hebween Falth and Sivh,
{3t had aneapartmcnt, eicher bebind or underoearh a Chinesz
lavmelry, T wasnt cven an gpariment. 1L was ju King of 4
higr rowin. blc and a lot of oltbers. we wsed o> ogo these
betwees scts. A ol of the proply. Crerry Malligen and Lec
Eoaitz and olbers, had :_1|'r¢_-.u,|_]:.- hesn foerds and woraes
irpether i Claude Thornhill's bond, B oaas thenogh theem L
ot £l und became friends with Toe Shelman and Billy Exiner
and Barry Galbradth, Gerey alsn slaved aed weote for Claude’s
band. Thal was the madel for the amall proap. Gl wus e
inspirine mfuence, He wax doing things oc had keard with
Clande Thormhill, Tley avie ancthcr way w0 dothines wath a
iz hand. And it sezmed 1o be pessinle Lo translaie thea wo
a samnaller group too, lakioe jost the esentials, Aad then we

[ ]

were yiried, things were much ditferent then emnmu-:aLl'- I
Wit thean torenl stodion, And we al! jusd w0t music, vl
we just enjoyrd doing it.. It had aething o do with any
anmseroial business, 1.’-"1-.'.!..1.'L‘I hael sune mancy Flal.l.- far e
jchegrsa or whataver, It wns o co-operative,

"l wys qocatalyst, He wae a wonder{ul, woaderful human
being’

ks rmusic ceflects his ].'*nC:-CU'ul]- for ihings Spanish, The
tdestren indlucace 15 everywhers o dh'-;:-rna in the tile roofs
and vellow slupco walls, in the wery air, n the culgine, in the
e ol |_-|r|.-‘-|l valioes, ﬂpd cerianly II'l the mesic, Coisider his
wriling n Skertaet af pain, There was neves & TO0:
Cafiforniyn composer than Gl Evans, and to ger the real feel

ol whil Te was all ahow, it is J'-:]p{ul b knnw aol jusl
America e Caliloroia, 1T the north iz in Sihelis, the west
im Ll

Tae tarsdin aroont Siockion in summer 5 a dry beige color,
o Tieked land scallersd with dark California oaks. [t bs Jusely
potnly And Dive Brubeck spent his adolesconce & scani o
siilas from Cal,

Dave sald, "On ot ranch there was a3 reservalion fiof
Tndians, There was mavhe the last swear house i California,
wieer the Miwoks ased o come. Theyic just being recog-
Rieed s o rrifse - maybe! - this vear. And maybe they'll have
same herelits. Al these years they haven't besn remqmzv:-:l

Dave Brubeck, warking cowbey, on the ranch at lome, He waz 16



Many of my [nencds were Miwok Indians,  Mother's pianc
assistant wWhet she moeed o Tome was Ramaons Burris, an
Todian gird, - Po sl i toock with hes, She secently sent me
some Indian sopps that I waoied from this greac fricad of
ming, Al Wallcupe, a cowboy, Foll BMiwek e wos my
{athers top cowband, | alwavs (med Lo ride with b,

"We moved [rom Stocklon to fone when [ was i the cihib
grude gnd weol throseh bk school thers. 1 conld dde korses
from the time [ can remember.”

Conld vou rope? T asked, "Tip afl thar™

"OMsure! Trave aaed,

Thd W ek the fanch,’

"Sure. Oh e’

Tom were acmally a woeking comben?”

"Yeah!

"Hew did vou get into ousic?

"My molher started all of v in music. She was @ clazsical
manisl,  She sudied pang wilh Toblss Maithay 1o England.
Tobaas Matthay, an Eaghish planist horn in Loadon in TRSS,
aradually gave wp his conceet carcer to feach, first at the Rowal
Academy of Music and then at his oen school  He developed
what is now koown as the Matthay Swarem of playing, and
students from all rwer England, the Coatinenr, and Ameiios,
then went home to spread his method, ohich teoded o
prodoce o gloriows warm tane, He died io 1945, He tamghi
an appeoach go piono sl varianee to the (German schoo! of
playing. Il emphusized o purticuler approsech to touch and
tooe, & way of pullmg on the key rather than hitting it
bammer-like from abowe. I 15 an dpproach that Mergaret
Chulofl, Serpe Chaloff's mother, mparted 1o & whols genecra-
tion of jaer plamists, moloding Mike Rensi, Steve Kobn, and
Drave Mackay. Tt produces the radiant godden lone thar Bill
Evans broughe inio jaze, now manifest in countless piamiars,
including Herbic Hancock, Keith Farrerr, Alan Broadhent, and
Chick Corea.

"This was after ali three sons were hork,” Dave said. My
mnther s one af these peaple with fremendons deive. After
three children, she went to onllcge and slie was in class with
ber oldest som, Heory, They wepl tn summer scssions in
Bioscow, Idabo, onil be coubd gor 2 master™ and she was just
Lving Loy ped a college degree. In 1926 she went to London o
study with Matthay, 1 wae six, and she boarded Howard and
me ouk.

"she alzo studied with Dame Myra Hess,  And that's why
she guit, There were some kids walking along the strcet io
London, My mother taoked w1 them, Myra Fless said, "You're
stating At Thote children, Do you have children? And she
said, “Yes. I have three soms” And Myvra said, Why don’t vou
go home to them? Thae's wheré yoo helong. Whether if was
a kind way of saying woull never make i a5 A great clagsical
pianist, or that's 3 wonderful lite go Tve, T doe't koma,

"You sce, Dame Myra Hess was always panicked about
playing. She zaid walking from the curtain to the piano was
abways terrible for her. She said there™s a river of ice hetwecn
you and the wudience uniil you break through o them,  She
bated alf that. So she teld my mother, I youwwe mat three

3

children, just gn home and be with your family,

8 she camc back and taughl for years, tasght s0 many
people wWho are 1o the music business. She ingisted thet T go
to college. By clad didnt ever want me to leave the ranch.

"When 1 fraf started playing at foor or five, 1 only wanted
lo compose,  Fid some reason my mother didn’l discower 1
couldn't rend muosic padl it owas too late (o correct sl fhe
wonderfully wrong hahits T had, which was to Hsten and Jearn
that wav, T fooled her, P'd stare at the music und play it wefl
enpugh o she dido’t koow.,  They weren't hard pieces, they
were Eids’ piecos

When T oeor to college | switched [rom presmed (o music
the second year, “ranse the head of @oobopy said, ‘Bruheck,
vour iwind’s oot here. s across the lawn in the copservetory.
Gro over there, will vou?" Tt was then College of the Pucific,
it's mow Unmersily of the Pacific in Seockton”

15 curons that Dave dido’t meet (¥l ot that time, for G
was slill m Stockton, sdll leading his band, presumably for
dancing. Diasve did meet Iolo, his wife-to-be, in Stockoon.  She
came from northern Calilormia.  Her family hed beeo in
California since 1835, shogily afier the mﬁﬁinnlﬁmind of its
History. Sbe too was a stodent ar College of the Pacific, a
drama and spocch mejor.

Drave said, "AL this poior T irassferred o the music depart-
mene, but I couldw't read. And my mother had this great
repatation as sending greaf students. My brother Hemory,
cleven and & half years older than I, bad gradeated as a viokin
and percussiem majos, and was a teacher, His first job was o
Lompoe. Howard i@ four and half yoars older than L

'S b owend gver there, and I8 ofder mot o cmbarmass (he
family, T was pretty sore I conld hide the fact thal T couldn't
rewd o note, Ewervthing went welll You had (o ake a soring
mslriument, a brass nstrument, a reed mestrument.  And when
vwr're learning these inslruments, it's the seales and seoff that
even somebody ke muvsell coudd lip by a feacher. But you
sfill had to take koyboard. 5o I waited 1l my senins year.'

“You meen, T said, incredobous, "vou faked it through college
without rcading?”

"Yeah, bermony, ar rainmg,”

"That's reafy what they mean by faking” T said

“Yeah," Dave said, laoghing. "You know it Like, in ear
training, I'd usually be asleep, "cauge Td heen working in some
joint the might before unil rao o the morning. There are
storics nbout the teacher saying, “Well, can anvhody play - this
progression and tell me what Tve just played” Then be'd say,
:1|.1|"|:J!I if 'DD':"'.H!} cam, then wake o Brabock”

n my own way, T eould do it He'd say, “What chord s
this? and T'd say, Thet's the first chord in Don’t Worne 'Bowr
Met Thenr he'd say, "Well cxplain that, Me, Brobeck!' I'd go
play that choed, He'd say, "Well can’t vou say thar that's a flar
ninth

T dide't know it was a fat niath, B thar's the way I got
rhrough.

I had to take organ, [ thowpeht, T T take organ, it be
harder for tbem o koow I can’r read music yet! So the fml
lessom, I lcft the damn electric omgian on after my last practice.



Ths teacher was Fortous, 10 was om all oight; and he sasd,
You could hnm up ar oran his way”  He kicked me owr
and gave me an F. 1 stifl had-a whole semesten, Iooa way T'd
taken keyhoerd and gotien and F, hir T'd still dome s

‘Bur theo they insisted that T oteke keyboasd. T got a
wonderful piano teacher who figored oul [ couldi't read
aboat fve mioutes, She et to the dean anil seid, “Biubeck
can't reas anpthing

*The dean said o ome, You were going Lo sraduate this vear,
I cant ler wou graduate.  You're o disgrece woothe comser
vty

L T saad, It doesn’l make any differcuce Lo me. [ dnot
vare whether | graduate or not, AL T want to do 15 play jeaz
And I agren wath vow’

‘The word got around oo the counlerpoint feachor and Lae
car-traiming and harmony teacher that P been disgraced and
fypnked. The counterpodnt teacher weor to kim and sad,
“ou're making o mistake, Brubeck has writien the s
colinferpoint [ve ever had in this class™

"Bac how did you do 07 T asked

T stevoggled,! Dhave sail, Toe T oeould deooie)”

Well! I sad, 'T cam widte music faster than | oan read it”

k! D said. 50 you know!”

“Yeah* | said, *and what's more Tve known a nember ol
grrangers and compesers who can write hefrer than they can
readd, Ciary MeFariand was one of them. Gary couldn't read
weld

“There's & lot of guws that wav,” Dave seid,  ‘Maghe even
Duke, [+ heen in some situations whers | thowgkt Duke had
some of my problems.”

‘Reading and writing music wre dillersny kills.”

“Yes,' Dave said,  "So the edr ralning, Darmaons, i
ermpesition teachers went o miy difense and sald, "¥us ko,
poal're making 2 big mostake 5o the dean calied me Back o
amd Be said, "You can rpduware aith the class, bl vou Lave m
promise won'll never Ledch,

“%o T made that promise and T graduated. Then | wenr inte
the azowy for four wears)”

‘Rinee vour [luther wantzd you to stzy oo Lhe -anch with bim,
b did he tuke 0 when voo switched to musis? Was there
# hreak with hm?

‘T thought Lhers would he, bat he took it prety well. He
said, "Well we'll abways he partoees” e kept track ol bow
many cattle T had, He gave me [our Llolsiein sows for 530 -
that's §2 & piece -- when 1 pradusted Trom grammar schouol.
e kept thnse scparate 1o his herds, [ oeomid always come
back te the ranch. My herd had gromn, and be alweyy wenred
me back. And many vears T wisked T were there, when it was
rough. W would go home noce in s shile, woukin' e, lola?
When we just couldn'l make iz’

Toda i an Indiun mame, but Toda is ot lodian,  Thave said,
“ln goe wibe it means A Closd af Dawn, and in the ofher
rhe we've Jooked up, Mever Discouzaged.

T went ioto the wrmy in 1942 - bor fortv-six months, o he
exget. lola and [ were maried in Carson City, Mevada, T was
nn & three-day pass, T went inte @ hand, and then for D-Day
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In the Arry. Gammany 1945,

they semt w5 all to mlaeiry. I wenl overscas as a riflernan.
We wenl right across England, we didn't even stop, Trom ihe
boat 1 the train o the hoat, and then across to the LeHavee
ars. (o Cdnaha Begch To was three mooths after the landing.
W wenl 2p o Yerdpn, T was uoreplacement in Thied Arowy,
wniler Fatton.

[ was almost in conthat cvery day. 1 was on the nther side
of the Cerman Tmes twice, Loying to gel back, Yoo dido't
kaow where anybody was, We were ehways Al the front and
the from would meove on vou T spent Lhe Battle of the Bulee
in o ceilar, Being twold by Agis Sally we should all come o
with o haads wp)”

"YWou ware through the sieget”

“Yesh, 1 was behind German lines, trving to pet back.
When we saw thue movie Pattan, when you sec all the trocks
maoving up, T said, ‘They fargot one thing. The ome ruack
poirg The wrong way, Me! All the guys at the senlry point
Bad Deen killed the night hefore, Germans in Americis
anilorms killed cvery gy right there, So when they came aup
to 1 they tock tae pros out of band grenades and held them



out. They walkad right up fa the treck, I vou shot one of

them; he'd blow ap and you with hiem. They weren't believing
my sLofy.

T was une day sway Irom fichting.

"Then T gor a band,’

At this jurctiure Thve's line of bife intersected Lbat of Ray
Wax, who would fafer be o bulder and stockbroker.  Sewds
Tetkel inferviewad hirm for his 1984 oral history "The Good
Aiar” whaose tidde he pac in quodarion marks (or rony: there are
oo good wars.

Waoe seid. "If there is anything more goddamn bloody boring
than the mfantry, I don’t keow what i iz Wax oo waz m
Palton's Third Army, Wheo toops came back from the front
suffering from whal was called o Warld War T sheli-shoek
and, in the sccond war, hattle farigue, be saw that what they
most needed was diversion.  He gee permission fo sel up an
improvised movie thewter for them. Then he had annther ides.
He fold Siuds:

The ingetiots Gesrmans had these pretzbricated houses, T
hit these places and found peefab sections of Meordne, 1 pul
together six scotions and I had & poctable staee, [ went o my
drunken colonel, who was marelons, and asked bim for a two-
and-a-half ton cruck. The army always said, MNever volunleer.
Fuck ‘cm, [ slways volusteered. He gave me the truck and |
carried these six sections of prefabiicared flooring,  Everywhers
[ weni, | could drop down nnd T had a stage. T puor that soage
all over France, [ pul on Dimeh Shore, I pot oa Bing Croshy.
These were the Hve shows comin in behind the men ., ..

SBomeone came §o me and said he wanted to crgepir &
band. T said, Who've vou gt He suid, ‘1 play sax and 1
think wc got & plann plaver” T ralked to this pano plaver.
“What's vour name? “Dave Broheck” T said, “Who do you
play like? Stan Keoton? He said veall T ssid okay,

T pulled his form 3% Brubeck was a rifleman, an infantry-
man. When T pulled hiy foom, he couldn’t move forward. It's
like ke disappeared. That's what I did with cightocn people in
fhe hand: T hebd their furm 20, They stayed alive and I had
A hand, T had the power of lile und death. T eeally thooght
I was doing something valuable, | bumped majors sod I g
my fine deonken colomel o back me, 1 was able to do asy
goddame thing T wanted,

‘T made something happen for those men

He cectainly did, and be may have somewbat altered the
course of Amerizan muzic. 50 did a chaplein somewhere olse
in Third Army: he pulled the form of another soldier who was
i planisr, @ Young man with an [alian name from 2 steel town
in Pennsylvania.  Though his father was born in .-‘tl::mzzl the
bov spoke oo lialian, having heen made pskumed of by
heritage by the higotry of the society arvund him. He oo had
been hump:d out of a band and handed & rifle, The chaplan,
who stole precions antique stained-glass windows from churches
wcross Europe and shipped them home for postewar profik
pulled Heory Mancmi oot of the 1306th Engineers Brigade 1o
piay s porlable organ. Had both of these voung soldiers been
kilied, the color of our muosic would have been alfered: buf we
wold nol koow il we would be traveling on & different Tne

ol history,

An T was writing the previous paragraph, I wondered whast
ourfit Dave bad been im. I took a break and wenl down 1o
browse n Barts Book Store in downlows - i you cao call it
that -- Ojal. M iz the best used-hook sore T bave ever
cacountered, OUn some cbecure impalse, T went back to the
office to zay hello o Gury Schlichier, the owner, whom T
hado't seen for a while, He zand, 'I've got something to show
vou." and handed me a copy of Spengler's Decline af the West.
"Look angicde 1t Ciacw said,

I opened the bank. 1 was dambsirock as I ostared at the
primted  dpnature of a tweoty-tour-year-old Gl who  bed
nscribed i oo this Byleal pearly filty vears ago: Devid W
Erneheck 1408 Infantry Regiment A Company, And in (he book
was o photograph of Dave at the age of four, taken of a1
places, ar the Frandscan Mission at Carmel, according to the
writing o fhe hack.

Flabbergasted, I mshed bome and called Dave,
astounded.  "Where did he gel 17 he saul

1 haven't the shyhtest idea,’ T aaid,

‘1 carried that all through the wae!® Dave said ia sstonish-
ment. 'l curreed that and a Bible m my keapsack! With all
the other stull you're carryving, any extra weight has o he
something imporiant. T coulde't be more theilled that wou
found . T oever koew whbat happencd to ie”

The next day, Septemnber 21, was Dave and Iods’s wedding
anniversary:.  Gary Schlichter gase me the book o send 1o
them as our joiot annhversary gift. And he zaid, "How many
soldicts were roading Spengher in the middle of el

He was

Dave zaid, "My memory is that we weee ouizide Verdun, I
the iraim bwd turmed left ar Verdun, we'd have gome to Omar
Bradley's army, If wed mraed right, we'd go to the front with
Pation's. We torned right. We were in box cars for three
davs. Stand vp or gt oo vour pack, thal was the amount of
pont, We wore as i we were mocattle cars, So we wound up
there and Fed Cross girls came up (o do a show and they
asked far & pianc player. 1 wes sitiog oo my helmel and T
valuntecred to play pleoo. The coloasl sad, 'Thiz gy
shoulde't go oo the front.”

‘In the morning we were supposed o de this horrendos
thing . . . ." Dave stopped speaking. Tears appeared on his
face. And be released one decp, shuddering o2, We were in
his hotel room in Sants Monica, He was to play the Haol-
yoroed Bowl that evening, 1 looked beyond him, through the
curtains and across cthee strip of meen park with palm Lrees
that roos along the seaward wdee of the Saora WMonics
palizades., Chikiren oo (he grass, playing, Beyond that the
sca, shiniop 1o the sun, lola was sting belind 05 on a hed.

"We don’l have 1o talk Dave” T sad, He was silent for a
long dme, Then he resumed, strugpling to contral his voice:

"Therz was abour a fool of med, We were sleeping on
reeds, three guvs in a pap tent. The tent was l?uju;dq:-ns.td o
Rald g, T 3 vou ook in g chird guy vou co put his
gheller hall oo the ground uoder you. They hrought up some
huge cmnon on the cailroad and staered hiasting, o try to



blazt the Uermans out of an cmplacement om a Al 15 shook
the pround, Bverybdy just ran ows in thac mod. B was rhe
damoedest sight wou'sl ever want Lo sce,

"The Cermans wers shelling down, The only way ey could
get them our wes take the replicemnents ond seed them
there o climb up there and dump odl ioge the bunkers.  And
that's o these Grerman gans vere silenced, Those puys had
to 2o right ap a mouniaie ac pedor hiank range and dump the
oil and light it. Thot's ohere T chink 1 was going. Some e
T never heard from again were in on thet, where T shonld have
heen that day.

“And they celied thiee of us ouf ro start o hand,  We e
pulled mght out of thet formation. Most of oy guys had
purple hearts. They'd besn skol at the font. I they said they
were musicizns, they sent them over 1o me, wod | would keep
them in the band

T spent the rest of the war in that hand. T ntegraied thar
pand. It was the first integprated weit s Borid War T1 tha
've ever known zhout, The trombonist was Jopatkan Dhek
Flomers, who was black, and we bad an emoes who was hlack,
bul his name was Whits. We had all kind= of guys who had
been shot amd bad come baek, S0 we cowld play at the feoot
very well, becavse my puys wll wore their Purple Hearts. 1
asked fleem b

‘T rememsher we'd be piaying a show and the Germans woald
come 10 be strate, and thev'd ey oy shoot fhe planes down,
Then we were in the Maginot Line, urderground,”

"['ve been in the Macinot Line.'

"Were youl”

"After the war T was a millary corcespondent, and T was
shown throoeh part of W 1 was at Mewe”

Yeah, we were ot Mely Dave said. "Meoz and Manov
Like Srar Wars, with the rrains undereround.

"The Fadin Ciry Music Hall Rockeues were ounng Europe
aed they needed a bond, snd they chose us” Ha started Lo
laugh. '5o we got Trom slesping in havstacks and barns aod
na the ground o fhiz aabelizvabde lusery in botels”

Mustered our of szrvice in Mew Jerzey ol swar's end, Dhve
beaded west immediately o join his young wifs, He enralled
at Milis College in Oakland on the GI Bill fo shady gormpaoi
tion with Darius Milbaud, Far a time Dave and Tola Tived
with Milhaud, Dave thoughl of bimself as a composcr who
plaved piang, nor s o panist.  He still could not read oecll,
g Mithaud saw has potential 22 4 composer, and cocouraged
him to apply his soudies bnmedictely,  The first of the sx
Brubeck children arcived at that funs -- Dad] Dasivs, bomn
June 14, 1%47, [ San lrancisce.

Az a vehizle for counterpoint cxercises, Dave formed the
Dave Brobeck Octel, whose members incloded clarinatat Bitl
Smith. Paul Desmond, a saxophone and clariner plaver, and
drummer Cal Tjader, both scudents at San Francion Siale
Coblege, used 1o come over to sit in. This was the heginniig
of Bhave’s professional associuneon with Desmond, and almes:
the eml of iL

"o 46, 4T, when §owas studving ab Midls with Millieud, T was

it & rric called the Throe Ds, Pave, Darml and Don. Peaul
would eome fnoand sit in every night. Paul had a chanes for
a pie. He hircd ke bass plaver snd Frances Tyon, the singer.
All af 2 sudden 1 was o oa grovp that wasn't & groop aoy
mers,  Paul bad hired them away to work in a Cuopsst nut
kind of plave called the Band Box, near Stunford, Piuwl wrode
p somg for us Lo sing,”

“0f veah,” T sl ‘Paul told me about that, 1 bod a ot of
frouble pictudng yoo and Paol siagmng, | remember saving,
Fou and Dave siigng!™

Ard o prove he waz Lelling (he rroth Dave troke iobo sooe,
thythmicelly chanting a lonatie Ivric that was bypically Thes-
mcinl:

I'e the Banid Mo,

Pl 'y phe peed o vow

G huph wliel vaiee g
e Wil wicen yoncre blie.
The aieisios &5 ofd

bt she muisic is new

g e Band Bov

IF tee stare yon arivin’
FCONFAEEL S,

relm on the sofu

warh g ool vou con g S5
Thatls whers e proddfarar
inpipica Al af -

g e Band Bo

We zll sapg it Dave said.

Fou wore a quintet?' [ asked,

o, We had oo drommer,” Dave sail
sivation.’

"He really bated drummers,” T sand, "eocepl Conme Kay and
one of two olthers. He just wamled them o stay out of his
way.”

Crave zaid, "loc and Poul and Gene and Twere really fhends,
regardless of any differences fhat came up betaven va I
remember Paul saving o Joe Maorells, Yo're the worlds
preatest drumener, bip sometimes vou play ton moch” When
Panl wis ar horee dying Joe sent one of his drum students 1o
shay with hin

‘T vou koow the stooy abouwt Mippes goimg (o see bim?
We'd koown Charlic since the sarly dass 10 San Francisco, ol
he and Peul were good friends, Miogos and T were 100, Wa
were really close for vears, Paul bad o leave his apartment
danr unlncked, because he was oo weak do answer it Charlic
Tei himself in while Paul was aslecp aod stood b the bed
Paul wnke wp and saw him standing there in a black cape and
a hlack hit, and Pand said for 2 moment be thought it was the
ang.:l o dfeach,

"Charlie said tnome, Dave, when I'm dying, will yvou coms
o my hedside™  And I zaid I wouwld  Bot ke dicd @ Mexico,
and T couldn't be there, T folc bad about it

Tola zaid, "I bavwe 2 new Deasmood story -- at least, new Lo

"Paulz favorite



me. Bl Crow told @ to Cheis, Peul saw a pictore inoa
newapaper showing Aristotle Owassis in front of the Hollywood
home of Busier Keaton, lonking ar it with an cye oo buding it
Paul’s comment was, 'Hmm. Aristotle contemplating the home
of Buster.

We all mizs him, o'l we”

We lanrhed for a while, as Paul’s friends alwove do when his
memaory is cafled up, ami then Thve resumed the story.

T went aloneg with Paal om that joby, T hadd been makine
hundred a week and Paul offered me forty-fwo 3 week, An
offer T ¢ouldnt refuge, But T enjoved Paol's plaging. [ didn’t
ks boer the bell T was goiag (o live on the money.

"And then Panl gac a jrdy at Fearher Riaver, (ke Feather River
Inn. Voo koeow why e liked Featlies Rivei? Becawse he
conld go over to Reno to gamble.

"He's gonna leave me. I'm stuck, T can't go hack to the
other job.  There's very little work. 1T said, ‘Paul, okav, Tm
going to bring Bill Smith in on clarioet because the gy at the
Bamd Box will keep me on. He siid, "Nol 185 my job!” He
wouldn't Tet fne take the job, he pol frkous, He siwd, T found
this job, it's my job when T come back!” He was podng to
Feather River foa three months.

Feather River is abowt 80 miles noeth By sortheast from San
Francisco, and 20 ar so due posth of Sacramenrc. 1T was in
those davs, and for that matter s6ll is, extremely hucolic and
quict, horse and cattle country vellow-hrosn under the fierce
summer suo and brilliant green when the rainz of winier cyne,

Mo oope who really knew Paul woald gainsay his horderhine
solipsism. ¥ct be could be kind and he was very gentle, and
b was very, very foany, Toda said, Taoghing "Paol could charm
vor o of amitheng,”  Bur af the Ume of (hal Fealther Hiver
hooking, he dide’t charm Dhase,

He dido™ even come hack o the gz he wenl on the rowd
with the Abino Fey band, Trave, meantime, had 1oz the Band
Box and had e famiby to feed. He zaid, 'T told Tola, T mover
want to sec Panl Desmond again. T don't koow how we're
going to make it Seale at thar rime was forty-too o week,
I got a job for scale and room and hoard af Claar Lake, and
we fived 10 a corrugated Uno room about the size of these taa
beds amd no wmdows,  Just a door. 5o we got sacks and
dipped them in tobs of water and ran a fan. We had o oet
out of there all dav. Tt was miserable,

‘And then Timmy Lyvons ealled me and said, 1'% g o job
for you, if you want i, ar the Burma Lovnee, It was richt in
the center of Chakland. We went im (here with the trio acd
everything was going great. That's how the (rio stasled)

Jimmy Lyoos at that time was a prominent San Frencisco
dizz jockey. He and the late critic and colurnmst Ralph J.
Gleason were probably the piost isfluendisl spukesmen for juwee
in thet city. Later Jimmy founded and directied the Monterey
Jarz Festival, and he is sl & significant force in jure, 1L was
Ji‘.‘l:lll:ll}' who in 1977 flew oor cver the Pacific and scagiered
Pauls ushes, o ercordapce wich Panl's wishes.

"l owe so0 much to Hmmy Lyons” Dave said, ‘He gof me a
onoce-i-week shot on NBC. | was on with the trin, Cal, Roany
and T, for three, mavbe six, months And being it was NBC,

you could hear us clear out mie the Pacific, and all up and
dorwn the coast. I was o very strong signal.  And when the
zailors would come fn, and they were alwas coming into San
Francisce, they'd look for odere T wes plaving  That really
helped me in ey chih work, this constaot flow of sailors every
week, We developed a very good following, and we were ar
the Bleckhaak for mavbe six months of every vear. Tf was a
arwu] hoane base for ws.

T said mo Teda, ‘TF Paul Desmond comes back, don't Tet him
in the door! He'd heard the trio oa the radw while e wag
in Mew York with Alvino Rey., 5o be koocked al the door,
T was on the hack porch, hanging out diapers.  Tola abways
Tiked Paul.”

He looked so forlorn, Iofe seid, that she went fo the back
powch and told Dave, "You just have (o ses him."

"Pauls charm,” she zaid, smibing and shaking her head, "And
Te was full of promises to Dave. He zeod, 7TF wou'Tl just let me
play with wou, Il baby sif, Tl wash wour car™ The memory
trailed ofl into Eeghier,

%0 he broke doem my resistance” Dave said.  “And of
course if was & good thing We worked well together.
Seventeen vears, Longer. Right to the end. His lasl concerl
Wt with e

“The trio I had grew ont of the Ocel. We couldn't really
work wich the Octet. 50 1 took the rhythm section, Ron
Crotty e Tack Wecks on bass, and Cal Tjader vm drums, and
the frin became very successful. It won the new combo of (he
year in Down Beat and Metromame and gol o preal review
from John Hammond. We were doing very well  Paul was
ahanvs trdme Lo it m, People wopld ask me, Please doo’t let
Paul sit m.  We hud already recorded, and they wanted it to
sound Tike fhe record.

“The trin's first tecord was made for a label called Coronet,
Jurk Sheedv of Coronet wounldn't pav me so I could pay Cal
Tiader and Ron Crotre. Sol and Max Weiss who ran the
Circle Record Company old me, 'Go tell Jack Sheedy thar
your'll by hack the masers for what they cost him. Because
we press them and we know thoyre seling” They were
origanally a pressing compaoy. 5o I bought back (he masters
for 350, tone sides, T8s, Beck Mowre Again in Mndigra, Lanr,
Tew jor Two, and Blwe Meon, The Weisies started Fantasy
Fevords to put them out, At fiest the Weisses just wanted to
do owr re-releases” Fantasy today, with s suhsidiary labels
such as Pablo, Milestooe, and Riversude, i probahly the biggest
jaze record compeny in the wiorld, Tt is also an impostant
mevie production howse, Torning out guality movies such as
Amadenr, U vcoupies & square block of Berkeley, California,
iz bu ijdi_rlg huuaing some af the moal advanced r-.:mrdj.ug and
editing sindios i the industey

Erave zand, "Paul alse made his firsk eecord for Covonet — a5
o clarinetist 1m0 a Dixeland group.  Jog Dodae waes the
ruinmer,

T was going along. T went into the Haig m Los Aogeles,
{rerey Mulligan and his quartet moved up fom the Hug mio
the Blackkawk in San Framciseo where we' been plaving, We



just exchanged, Paol came along te sil o with ws. W wenl
ingo Zardi's in T-A.

“We wanied o by a houss, We'd been liviong o a flat in
Gan Francisce.  Wo were living oo bide two-room on Lhe
sandds, Tght here in Sanla Monica, neac the pier. Yoo san see
the area from here” He pointed oot the window, The rao-
roomi honses are one now,  The sand 15 clean and yellow.

"We put the down pavment on & beuse in San Fromeisen. 1
rementber pucking Tofa and the two kids in the car and haviag
hor slap me all wight to keep me awake dnving We got to
Sun Francisco snd the deal bad completely enflapsed, which it
shouldo't bave, The money was o escrow, Buao we had no
place Lo Ive,

‘A job came through in Honolwly, &t the Zehra Lounge, |
said, 'We hase no place to bve, everbing we oem is lo
storoge, ks fake this job’ We were su broke T hooghe & few
cases of burned baby food. I abways had oo oy st et the
dented can food market, or stufl that had been in a fre. And
the kids woulde’t eat it So I had 10 eat it all in Honolulu

"l pol ower there and 1 gol inlo a swimming accident sbout
the Grst week, I was rumping and diviag and a wave dis-
appeared and there was a sand bar, Trstead of hittine it head
on as §oshould beve, | lemed,  Asd there almost wenl my
piano pleving.  Merve damage, damaged veriebrae. Tt sl
bothers me down into my finger. [ was in tracton for ceciy-
one duys. with a welght over me. 1 remember writing te Paul,
overhead, he got this scribbled nute, He saved it all his bife.
1 told Paul, *Maybe now we can starl the quarter” T intended
te bring in the whole ccer  Bui this tme &t jost worsed.
Thiz time around, we were ready lor g horo

‘I weiit Back to San Prancisco, | condde’t wock for guite o
while, bt fnally we put the gquarisl iogeiher.

“The win was really sucpesseful, and T had to build up pgain
with the quartct on Fanolasy, We did that Jaz &t Clbenlin
album, Paul i so fantastic oo that albisn.

'Lvenlually Fantasy Records and I made some kind of
decieion thal we were going o splil up, Geotge Avakian came
to hear me at the Blackbawk, with the idea of signing me for
Criurmbia Beoords.

(To be continned)

Chet and Zoot

Poos Chet Baker was the archetype of the junky jore musicias,
ene of those botdouts whee kept the image alive, the "Hey man
like wha's happenin™ fignre of mavtholooy, a sort of real-life
Shorry Pederstein.  Hig life is the moee tragic for the soope of
hig gifts. He was an origina and Tyrical player whose work [
appreciate even more now than 1 did ohen be was 2l s moust
prodaciive.  But the very cut-oldt qualify that be had made
him inadvertently funoy, and sometimes vow'd laugh through
your heartache for him.

There is a classic story abour Chet Baker chat [ woold never
print because 1 coubd newer verify it, Probably ever m=Ician
m jar has beard it it is endlessly repeated. The story 15 this:

Ome of the ironies of jazz history is that while the muse wag
persecuted by Lhe Wazis, in Ialy, Beoio Mussalini's 5o,
Brumano, was m love with it and studying #. Aller the war,
indeed, he developed into a fine jasz planis in a traditional as
apposed to hehop mode, and eveatually recorded with Ruby
Brail, Spicgle Willeox, and other Amencans, Though [ have
never mel hins, T find he is @ respected and well-liked man,

Some years ago, sccording fo the story, he was Lo recond
with Chér Baker. Someone at the sessiom introduced them.
anid Chet z25d: "Nice 'mect you, Sorty o her aboet your old
ma,”

Wosicians love thar story, but | owas reasonably sure somennc
had imvenced iU - vois hebop joke simply eppisd to Chet.

Mot long ago | was in Germany with Eoger Kellaway. W
wrafe @ peoicel, a portradt in seng of New Yark Cily, to be
periroied by Calering Walente andd the WDR (for Wesr-
deutsclizrunkfunk) Big Band in Colegne. This is a marvelous
big jazz band thal broadeasts oo the west German radio
network.

T wrote & Jong narrative pocm abour Mew York, sepnrents of
which were interspersed throvgh the eoncert, reconded for later
Dbroadesst, Hoger wente a twenly-minute sound portrait of the
pity, ap avantgards picce developed from the Doppler effect
af o sulrvwaw toain roaring theough the tunned, and Roger and
I wrle @ oow sonr called Mew Yark Night for Caterima,

Afier ome of the rehearsals, Calering and I were sitting
aromnd laaghing, and relling show busivess stories. 3he s by
the way, a brilliant singer and wll-round musician with a deep
feeling for jazz, She is Freoch by birth and nationality, Ttalian
hy ancestry, and speaks something like six languapes., T said to
her, "Hey, by Lhe way, there's o story Tve heen Lrying (o verify
fur vears." 1 tofd ker the Chet Baker story and zaid, "D you
ko i it's troe?

Tt true,” she said.

“Are you sure? T sadd

“Wes," she sad, 71 was shere.

*And the only (king wrong aboud the story i that iL wasat
a tecord dale, We were steriing i OOBCErt LUIr.”

Andre Previo 1ol] me the nest siory.

Years ago, when he was siill workiog a5 a studio pianist in
Los Angeles, Andre was ecn a reoord date with @ thythm
sectiom thal incloded Ray Brown, Shelly BMaone, and Barney
Keossel The rest of the orchestra was of fike cabber. The
music wiee more or less experimental avant-garde jaex by a
enmuposer whose work, Andre said, he didn't care for,

One of the mnes was to be played at a ferociously fast
tompe, with a change oo every beat. When it came o the
snln section, une musician after another tried W only fo crash
in fames.

Finaliy the sodo was assigned to Zoot Sims who sailed
through it cllortlessly,

At the eod of 1, Conte Candobi swid, "How do vou do (hat,
GIET

Zoct swid, You goss are crazy. Towss just plaving F Got
Ripprm)



