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I want the whole werll lo subseribs tn the Juszlewer.
Unfoctunately | den't have that kind of dough, But T e
Dk Lo pave three giit subs.

John Clavon, Alta Dena, Califorma

Don't vou dars gven think aboul leaving all of us addicls
hizached and gasping in this “vast wasteland™ ol crap.
Jahmsy Mandel, Malibu, California

In Memoriam: Willis Conover

FPrarode wbonad B Conover paice in the 13905 Now ke kag
heen gone far seven Jears, qnd § ek i is tee fo ade 0
femper fook at v B and fls irmmense contrihation le Bis
ooty ared T miesde, I some ofwhat fllows in part vepears
whal I wrote gavlier my gpolosies B ol needs (o b

il

I gave this idea = good ded of thouglt befors T began o
buunee it off & faw fricnds and colleaswes for reaction. T fins
crmsidered how foany presidenss had come and pong singe the
end of Waorld War II' Troman, Risenhower, Kennedy
Tehmseas, Niwon, Carter, Beapan, Bush, Clinton, And I
theaght of all the eacus Cold Warriors, MeManara, Dlles,
MacArthur, Westmoreland, Which Armernican did the mosl to
break the Sovier Union? Truman with his Korcan War®?
Fennedy-Tohnson-Misan wath therr Yied Mom War! Reagan
with his comy aclor’s reading of = Fear down this wall, Mr
Crarhachow™?

wong of the above, The man wha did the most to bring
dewn the Savict Union was one of the unsung heroes, a
handsune el beavtifully-spoksn broadeaster named Willis
Conver, whose name was known m every countty i the
wark] but his own Willis Conover was (5r and away the best-
kowwin Auncrican on this planet, and the maost Joved, exoept in
bis cnwn couctery. That's hocause, unless you listenad 1o shom-
weaves radio. vou couldn’t roceivie his prugrons o the Lntcd

Starcs Conosver was heard on the Yoice of Amenca a
gevernmend-lunded serace whose mandate [Grbids its broad-
cazting to the land of its arigin, and thus Amencans could it
hear Coacver’'s maryelous music shows, cven though they
piid far them Snge he taped the frst YOA broadeast
Diecemnber 1934, and it was aired m January 1955, Conover
was ou Lhe air Jenger thian any jazz broadeastier o the vorld:
42 voars

The Voics of Amenica was bom during World War [T as
a counter-furce (e Mazi propaganda, a liude like the BBC
overscas serace. Afler the war, a8 the adversanal relationship
al the United States shifled froe Nazi Gemmany to the Soviel
Unic. the YOA stayed an the air It empioyid broadeasters
speaking the lanpuages of the countres who bad [allzn under
the cimteal of Dwe USSR and whose own broadeasting systems
were mhoercly propasanda feilitics of thor povernments. The
VOA remancd comparatively objective 2od ascurate s
ngws reporliny, though men in successive administeations
eved it hungnly, It is hard (o koow how much polical
interference it cridured at varous lumes. But 1 have the
impressicn thal wiser heads on the whole prevaled, lealizing
that the BEC mamtained its wornense eredibilicy around the
world precisely hecause its news was belicved when the
propeganda disscnuinated by dictatorships was oot | think:
that the YA on the whole did its job honorably; it certainy
did it well.

But whether you are telling the truth or lies, it inatters bittle
U e oo 15 hztenings, and sines vou cannos foree people i far-
vy lands o ne i, vou must induce thein to do so. Dunng
world War IL Allied troaps in Europe Listened to Lord Ha-Ha
frorn Germany and theee wdie Soch Paofic lo Tokyo Rose,
They foak the American music they were broadeastng and
ignered the lics,

Dovenn if e WA woan tryng Lo dissesminare truth, what was
thore o allcact Listeners in the LSSEL Poland, Czechoslovs-
kia. Himgary, and other countrics?

A prearam called Ausic US4, Host Willis Conover. e
plaved the very best of American popular music and jazz,
presenting: it with a guict suthonly, That authority was
founded on wnlailing taste and a knowledpe of jace that was



enevelepadic, a5 was s knowledge of the men ard wormen
wha ercate it Tn (e ald davs of T end Aody’s in Mew Yark,
a biar e favored by musicsans, Conover was a cepular, and
there wass 't @ MAjJOT 1222 MUsiciin, 10r ANy mnor ones [0
that matter, whorn Wills didn’t knuw. He infervigwed them
weir aticr vear, sdiliog the tapes into broadeaste. The eollec-
live roadeasts of Willis Conaver are an Amertcan naronal
treaseee ol eancervahle value,

Wtls Clack Cononer Jroway barn oo Descmber 18, 1920
in Butfalo, Sew Yorl, the san, he said, of an army officer.
Thiz meant be grew up in various parls of the counery, |
paingd the impressivn thar bis relanons with his Giehor were
nat gond, Hig father wanted him to gmend the Ciadel, but
Willis s adarmant m refising a milituy carcer. karly i hus
life he became cochantcd by the honor stories of HE
[.covecraft, as, doo, dod T 1 have never undersieod the tad for
he postry and prose of Edzar Allan Poz, which 1 find
mannered, allicted, and hollowe Bul Lovecraft’s stanies truly
wave me he creeps. and sothey did Willis. In Tus carly tcens
he wreote Levecraft o fan lecter, which the author
answercd This led Lo a eorrespondencs that conbinued unoril
Lovecraft's death, and in L9735 Willis publeshed these letlers
in a buck litled Loveeradt ar Lasl

Wilhe bopen hay broaudeasting earcor at the age of nioetecn
He once described his fiest jub at @ radio stahion mo the
Washinelse D€, arca. He painled a vivid piowrs of 2
‘stoerring summer wght, e lot that the wandows of the tation
had o be left open, which allowed g vast vanety of mesygu-
toes. maths, and other flvimg trines to whire around his head
while he had 1o koo the tumiabls oo which he was playing
recorls [rom Breaking down by holdinge sormething or oder
with both hands. He said if was hornbla

In the carly 1940s, he acted to dessprepatc Washmglon
His parm in this cifort was to pressnl musicians in mphtchibs,

treistimgr thasl blacks be adimimed. He also produced a serics of

Samwrday mudmighl concerts at the Heward Theater. Iis
opposition ta racism was hfelong, wed desply folt

L1 & curicis way, Conaver — Lhe nacoe s Anglicezed from
sarnething Gorman, and one of his ancestors signed the
Declarulion of Lodependence — combimed a vast cultural
cosmopoltanism with & deep Amercan patriatism, Thas made
hirn the peclet spokesman for & counley be lovad to peoples
b Lowed butl whose poevernments he did nat.

W harever the incidental political etfoets s VOA broad-
cases had, the musical cnfloence of this man was awesome.
Conover il mere than any ether homao being to make jazz
ant ierpabionad mesical language. He modeled his speeeh, he

F-a

rold e, on thal of Fraokha 1. Bocsevell's “firgsids chaws™,
Speaking slowdy so thal these with Itle English could follow
i, he inbreduced the music to people everwhene, Inspizg
conntiess Trnsicins fo learn te play il and laemen to apprect-
ate it 1f there is a vast oudignes for jazz abread. twaswoa
Lo carent erzaced b Concver, He mmed people oo to jaes
all ever (e planet, He wes the ooy aon-rmusician te have that
kind of influense, and lis wark showed just how powerfil an
educational medium broadepsang, m ils proper usc. can b
Time aund timz again, when you ask a jazz player from the
erstwhile Irop Curtam countriss how he became intersstsd in
jazz, you'lL e o variant on “Well, T heacd Willss Connover's
prosgram and L

Willig was heard eqpht times & wock by an estiereited 100
million persans. Durnng the dackest davs of the Cold War
many found same strange comsolalion in his broadoasts. Cne
voung Russian wrorc him a poignant leller saying, Yo arg
a soures of strenglh when 1 am everwholmed by pessimizo,
my dear idal ™ Wallis treasured such lopces

People listenod to his broadensts even when they wers
forbadden 1o do o, They lzamed Enelish from him. Tiis
cpered woelds for them. The Butman brathers, [gor and Oleg,
livime in Mew York, told me that just about ¢very announcer
of jazz comcerls in Russia alfocted Conover™s slow, sonrous
el ot 3peech.

Fe traveled to more than forly countrics, He could not
wait Poland withour being, mobhed . In 19E2. he acoompanicd
a prowp of jazz musicians to Moseow, Though there was 10
advasee potiee of the comeerl. 500 [ans erowded 2 J00-seul
audilorium te hear them. Willis stepped up to @ migrophons.
He got oo Lurcher than “Good evening™ when the crowd,
recognizing the voice, roarcd Ome young man kissed his
bond, sazing, "If there is a pod of jaes, if is you ™

Willis remained apelitical throughout this ¢arser He
declined o join eidwes Domoeratic or Republican clubs, a
judicicus courss m a e whire the payoff m jobs 1= one of
ils foucet inigquitons practices. This pecinitted him to surave in
a pusition that was morc imporlaot o the country chan
partisan appoinbinents. Whenever some foreign dignitary w33
atforded a slale dioner, and the comrent presidenl needed
enfertainment for him — jazz, as olten as not— Willis was
called oo oo crganiaz it He did thas T koow ot o many
timoe. In L96% he produecd and narrated the ¥White House
capaci in trbute o Duke Ellingten’s severmicth birthday, Tle
was respensible for more than ety conecrts at the Kenmedy
Center Tor the Perfomuing Arts, as well as conccrts at lowm
Hall in Wew Yok, Cameogic Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, and the



Whitney Museun 1o 1964, he prodocsd and norcated the
“gw Dhrleans Intermalivoa] Jace Fesuval He catablhished and
chaired the jaze pansl for the Natiosal Endowiment for the
Arts, and served on the Stan Deparimenl Cultural Mrescnts-
tions subcomenities Lo jazz, “or was this ali that be did

| remersher an incident that occntred dunng the Kennedy
adiministration Williz was al (he White House, organizing
some evenl. Hi was m the aval affece wath Evelvit Lingaln,
kennedy's secretary. A phens call came through for hun 1t
was his bank in Wew York, Willis was bohind on taxes, and
the Internal Rewemie Service had froeen lis account. He had
a momenl of panic. [ingeln wld him 1o phooe the [RS oflice
m Mew York Amd. she said, ose sy phone, Willts packed up
the telephone and spuke te the girl at the switchboard. The
head of the TRS in Wew Yok zot a phons call from the White
Homse on fhe president™s personal Line, The frecze an the hank
aucouit vwas lifted sithan nuaues. That s the ooy oecasion
o which I can eemember Wills using iz not-imsonsiderable
clant.

Wizt apmticantly, he kepl politics our of Ris broadeasts.
He said some years ago, "1 am nol tryutg o ovoithrowm
povernmets. 1 am st sending out something woondecully
crearive and homan ICic niakes peogrle living under repressive
repimes stand up a little strasghler, so b it.”

He goncrated around the world a mood of receprivigy
toward the United Statcs. Music docs that My mieresl o
France and the United Stales in part grew fom iniersst n
their musie. Mugic 12 the laneaes bevond lanpuapee. And jazz
s different from 1m0st smusics

I lone apo realized that it is the analogy of democracy:
frzcdom within & framewock, a ser of disciplines within which
cach participant 18 permitlsd Lo make s own idicsyncratis
statement witlout impeding the utterances of his colleagues.
Small wemder thal dictators alwavs hats it 1 all the vworld
could modzl m32ifon jazz, the horrors we keep liviog throngh
would cesz. Thar rmessage of telerance and under: Linding
was ahwayvs moplicil in jase, I02ortamly was not lnse on the
msicians of these other counlres, and 1 daubr that it was Ins:
an Jaw listoncrs, gither. “lazz 15 aboul fesdorm,” Willis said
constantly

e of the carcers Wills mspired i thal of the panse
Adam Makowice {prosounsed  ma-KQ-wggh), bom
Cinomik, Crechoslovakia, Augmst 18, 19440, of Palish parcits,
The cosedt i3 acar the Palesh barder, and thines dosoe the war
were nol as bard in Ceecloslovakia as they were in Poland.
‘The famuly stayed there until 1948, then reried o Paland,
Adam grow up ncar Katowace, e capital ol Silesia. Hs

starmed smdyme music al ths age of wing. and was hoaded for
i carccr a5 a cancert pianist. Enter Willts Conover, Adam
saad:

“Nohody knww aboul jaee at thar time, Hesides it was
bannzd from puhlic life. 1 was Mepal mosiz ander fe Mazis
ind wisder Sralin. My fricnds from: music school wld me about
Adusic T8A, whis vou could gor on shom-wave rudiv. 1 had
a friznd wath a shorl-weave mdio. and | foand the program. 1L
was Willis Conover, from Voce of Amwsica. [0 was the ealy
source (o Je about jame,”

Adam’s parents were hooriticd that he wanted to abanden
a concort-piann cureer, and such was the fetian that be ran
pway trom home and schocl, hved a desperats samadic
eaislemes fior twa years hofore finding an underrround club uy
Krakow where he covld play jare 1 played, pracucel. o
thought aboul juse twenty-lour honrs & day,™ he said. And he
kecppt an car Lo the radio. absarbing from Willis Cangyver the
mziz of Karl Hies, Benny Goudman, By Carter, Toddy
Wilson, Erall Garner, and naw-found idol At Tatwm, T wes
ahout etgrhlesn when [ stacled to plas jazz o soudent clubs and
frcnds” homes.™ he sand.

AT Tatum was, musically speakiog, ke o father
When 1 Iicard his msia far the first dme, and each Gsoe was
like the firsl Gme, be really cacited mg,”

Mozdless to say, when Adam eventeally waz able wmaove
to the United States, Willis became one of Jus choutpions.

I first mot Willis al the Newport Faee Festival an the Foorth
af July wickend in 145Y. He had been ils mistee of coremo-
nes smce 1931, asd eortinugsd n that rele for more than a
decade. T encoustered a handsems man with dark-rimmed
wlasses and a magmifcently 1ich voice, Like Ing fanz im ather
countrics, T was abways struck by the beauly of s voice. 1
had only recently beeoms editor of Paows Hear, whils Wills
had 20 enommoos repulation within the music profossion,
priknosn thangh he was o the American public. He took an
ienenesclioke Lking toome, and | to b, Inthe nest two o e
vears | became awire of e seope of Riz influcnee — and Lhe
soope of his decency, e wis one of the mogt hangrakile mzn
[ gwar mct,

Torward the end of 1961, [ el Doww Beer. Adter a detoar
throuzh Latus Arnerica, | moved oo Now York m July, 1962
M fiiend Art Farmer introduced me ta that tavern of balowed
memory on West 48th Streel, Jim and Andy’s. And thers a
cisual aoguaintanceship with Willis Comowver prew inbo @ decp
fricndship. [ had tzmslaned some of the first of the Antonio
Carlos Jobim sengs [com Portupecss inta English, meluding



{Awrer Maphex. Jobim ecrived o Now York that aulumn. We
neecded 2 dezne on thar tome Willis an that troc was brosdosse-
ing for CBS a: well a3 VA {He had an apaatoacnt in MNew
Yark and a houss in Arlinglon, VWiremia ) He setup a studio
for ug, asd we made the dema. The puitarist was lohin the
pianist wis Bill Evans, snd [ was the sinper Willis for all
practical purposcs produced thae sesswon. T lest that tape moa
fire carly in e 19703, and now SWalls, Tobim, aod Bill arz
EOTE.

‘That firsc year in New Yock was ong of the maost diffoeult
of o life, 1 ecaldn’, as they say, got acrested 1 oouldn®y sell
mwy prosc. 1 conldm't soll my soogs. AL any given moment [
was rewdy 1o quit. scade back my droams to the sie of 1he ap-
paront coportunilies, leave New ¥ork and find some anvey-
rons job semewherne.

Mo ane choowraged me Lo persist moie than Willis, n
comversalions ot the bar or in these back boothes on e cast
wall next lo the two wlophong booths 1 him and Aady’s.
Williz helieved in me, even i1 dide’s, And he kepl shppiogs
ma meney 1o hang on with. Ten dollars hers, neenty dollars
thiere, [ kepe potes an those loans bol Willis: T believe, thought
of them ws mils aod sunply 1erpet thom,

The time beoween (he swmmer of 1962 and that of 1963
witz oo ol the waorst of my life. Tams comstantly desperae.
Then things lurmed arcund for me, My ficst book was pul-
ished, Toay Benuett amd Bk Murphy boeame the first of
triany Fnpcrs to reeerd my songs. Aod Twas sicing advances
froen thern. One day | reahzed 1 had some money w the bank.

Aod Willis called. By then | eould read his mood [ram the
sonndd of his vedce. T said, "What's the matter?™

Williz was marmed five e, locw feo of his wrves, ane
ant Auab princess whom he mel al the Brossels World's Far
al a tme when the United Stages snll found ol expedisit 1o
showe him off, the other o publicist named Shirley Clarke.
Thicy lived o fow blocks from me at e comer of Central Park
Woet and, 1 ehink, Woer 52™ Siroet

I do oot koowe which of hes soweral divorces he was poing
thrmgh when he made that melanchaly phone call w me. Akl
when 1 asked him whal was wrong, he said thao his wife's
Terwever Tiad gaid that if he didn’t come up with @ Gertain sum
bre Thursday — I thiok §# was arcund teonty-five bundred
dallzre, and that of course was w1963 mongy — he way
graing to fake Willis™s house in Arlmglon.

[ sl as casually az 1 eould, “Why don’t vou meet e at
Jimt and Andy's and we'll alk about 17

O the way there T went by Chomical Bank and made &
withdrawal in hundred-duller Bills. Willis and 1 sac doan in

the booth and ordered drinks. When they arrived 1 aeachod
into mv pocket and pulled out the cash. Mague memory seye
the amounl was abowt 53,0000 Wik o grand flownsh |
dropped 1 en the lable,

What is rae?™ Wallis sawl

“Thet s the moncy you lenl me,”™ 1said il nover forget
the relief oo his faoe

| nenver peud a delbr swith mome pleasure.

There was v small cirele of close fends that iocludad
Willig, Alee Wilder, ITelen Keanc, me, Ciorry Mullizan, and
July Holliday, Omes Willis showed me 3 eard tnck. The
shuffled a deck of cands, put it on Lhe table fee down, and
tald me Lo separae the cards into the red and black 2uits by
the fool of my fngertips. T did o perfectly, and said
astoeshment, “I=2 tis gome suel ol demonstration of exirasen-
sury pereeption or iz ita mck !

He said. “I%s o trick. ™ When [ pressed him o show me
howr it was done, he said he conldnt. When he woe in e
anmy, ane of kis buddies, o prafizsional magican, ot dounk
andd shwonved him howw eo do i, In the sobciery of the fiollnwing
moming, he made Willis pronise never Lo show it to anvobe
And ths 15 the mewsore of Williz: fe mever oic

He aaid to me that day, “Dh vou koo kow smar Judw
Holliday really is¥ She hadn't gone five or en cands dovn
it the deck before slhe said. “Oh, | see how iU's duae.” Aand
shie Jded ™ i

When Tudy died after a protraclsd stougple apainst cancer.
wo were all devastated, but no ane of cowrse 45 much as
Ml lyear, Wt were all waorricd about him. Willis viginizod a
vigel, Throushout his waking howrs, Gerry was m e com-
pawy af Willis. the novelist Joseph Heller, or me, We nover lel
him be aluae

Willis and Gerry were in Jumor's, ancdher of e musi-
ciang’ bars in midiowen Manhattan, having & quicl drink whea
the juke box cmitied Whie Pardy's Ower. It was Judv's song
from Belly Are Hingng. Giemy, Willis teld me later. said, "Oa
Crod, that™s all Tonecded.™ and put hiz head down oo bis anms
on Tha bar

I plad Williz was with him at that moment. And thal
vigil, wmin, tells vou the kind of man Willis s

After Sherley and Willis wors divoroed, her daoghrer
Gunny. af whom Wills was amencnscly fond, disl of 2
lingoerioyr cespiraneny discase, Then one of Owoze manie bieyele
delmneremen, Ading on a sidowalk, mocked Shiley down Her
head hit the sids of o building. or mayhe the corb, and she
slipped into a coma. She dicd a fow days later Needless Lo
gaty, the man whe killed ber was nover cven ideatifisd,



On Jure 14, 1993, (he House of Representatives paid Lobute
tn Willis. Af that point ke had beon presenting bus Muse 1054
program fior dirmy-cight years.

I.cc Hamilion, Dectocras of Indianz, and Robert Michel,
Republican of Illinots, ek part in the commendation, a
rovisw of the Conover cereer and & reading ot the
Congressional Record of & 1983 Reweers Digess article that
called Willis The Birld 5 fervorite American, The resolulion
was passed unammously. But it was nol enoug,

Mt Lo alter the mavpuration of Bill Clinton, the Whitc
House held a diones honomng Geoege Wam on the 40t
anniversary of the Newport Jazz Testival. [t was realty only
the 29l anniversary of the festival Thus te [estival and
Mawic US4 are almaost the same age, and of cowrse Cliron
didl ot hold a dinrer bunoring, Willis Conever Tor Musie L34,

The affair was & sert ol junior jazz fiestivad, Dield on the
coulh lawi of the White House, Clinton, you will resall,
purporisd 1o be 3 jarz fan, and demonstrated hix devorion by
{pocasionally) plaving some of the world’s worsl lenor an
telovision. Indeed, e plaved a solo at his own insuguralion,
which people tped. A young tenor player at Morth Tescas
State Universmy {as il was then) transeribed it, sending it to
his friends with 2 nots saying, “T can read it but T can’l play
it.” The “dinner™ at. this Whice House affair was held under a
vasl tent, and the food was barbecue, The snggy Washlipton
bt was almest unbearable, | ran into 4 lot of old frends wod
acquantances, including Mat Hentoff and Whitney Hallett.
Statley Thance znd his wilke were also there, Indeed, it scemaed
that everyone in the counloy whe bad ever wrillen about or
dome anything about jazz was in attendance, lanzely, 1
zuppose. out of curiosity. The music was disorgamazed.
Waimloo Marsahs and his groop plased onc s compositicns.
whigh wath his custormary humility he deseribed as a tone
poern, It was sssentially Theoe Blnd Mice wilboeul the first
varation. It was pretty sad. Clark Teory and Bed Bodney sat
up with flusgelbiorns and carved him up badly. Jog Williams
wert onstage and pelled the whale thing back from the
clettored disaster il wis threatening to become. The ¢vent was
later edited mte a broadeast on PES,

Bt that is not what T reroerober mast about thal aflernoon.
Hefars the music began, | was talking to Nat Hemoff when
sompanc came Lo our table and told me, “Willis Conerver
wanls b see vou . And [ it up, “Whees s he [ sand sagerly.
"I'he man pointed past the mope line thal had besn sct up Lo
keop the press and lecal peasants away from us Important
Feoplz | snk [ recogmized his dark-rimmed plasses first, tor
this wrasth of 3 man was not the Wilhs Conereer T kw1

Lai

knew ho'd had Bouts of eancer, bul my handsome friend had
becorne withered and tecribly old, As T hurried tosand him, T
suddenly wordered why ke was not one of the honored puests
— the mowr heoored pecst My God, aside from the YVOA
broadeasts, the Whils House had wed him repeatedly aver the
vears, Bvery cvent that mvolved jazz at the White House had
boen arganized at thie behest of cach admninistration by Willis!
What's more, smee Uve event was in honos o the anmiversary
of the Mewport Festival, why wasn't Willis, its ongmnal
cmces, among these guests?

“There were several puards on that cope ling, Even before
I spoke 1o Willis, T demandsd to know winy this man was
beine kept our, They didn’t even know whao he was. [ said,
“¥ou're gomma Jet him in, or there are quite & fow of us here
whi arc gomu 1o raiss more hell than you can imaging, and it
wall be S ™ Thiey let birn do, finalky, and we gat a chair tor
him and le sat at our table.

T was dissriaved to find Willis so leagile. | had not seen hin
in Thany years, though we talked from time o time oo the
telephone. And as I shook my old friend's hand. | thought,
"Orher than the musicians whe crgated it this man has dooe
as much far jazz as anyone who ever lived,”

T would be fascinatsd Lo see a dollar figure on what the Cald
War cost the natwonz of the world, if anyone could ever
compile caz. In the end 1 wonder if it was all worth 1, whether
the Sovigt Lnion would bave collapsed anmyway of s own
inefficiency and the sheer weariness of #s people with its lang
and Lawdey Tvranng,

| vwas musing on all this, after the White Houso party and
affer sezing Willis. The next day. 1 had a reonicat with some
of my old journalist friends fram cur Lowiville Trmey davs,
vne of whom was David Binder of the New Fork Times.

I decided o throw out my sescoingls outrageous menerality
to soe which of my realistie eolleagues would shoot it down,
1 fignred the one who would take ssue with it would he
Binder, who was then burcaw chicf in Washineton for the
Timar, and had heen the paper’s corrcspondent m Germany.
Drandl speaks flgent German (among other langoages). has a
rich knowledge of the crstwhile Sovier bloc, and had jusl
returned frem Yugoslavia, David plavs cluriner and knows
aboul jaee. [ made the remark:

" think Willis Coaover did more to cnimbls the Berlin
wall and bring aboul vollapss of the Soviet Enpire than all
the Cald War presidents put together.”

And David, who haz alwiays proded himsslf oo a cvnical
realisi, (o my amazement said, "1 thmk you're probably



righl.”

The next day [ took Willis o lunch, He was so vecak, and
ate little. T could anly think of all he had done for me b my
first days in New York. At the end of our luach, 1 pul him i
a taxd. 1 had to help him get imo 1. T (hought of a ramy mghl
when he waited for me m e doorway of s apartment
butlding in Mew York and paid for the taxi | couldn’l allard]
s that 1 eould sleep o his sofia. | had nowhore olss to go,

I watehod s taen pull sy,

T would ncver see him aean.

willis contibued provcing his shows tor YA untl the end.
Ha was with WOA fram 1954 1o 19596, torty-two years:

Lpder the Best President Bush, there bad begn a move Lo
el Willis the Medal of Freedem, Bush ignoned it.

Mow, under Clinton, several ol us, insluding the noted
Tawwver {and, long ago, musictan) Leomaed Garment, whis had
been Richard MNison’s White House Counsel, muwsted a fresh
campaigs to gain it for hi before & was lou lafe We
mustered considerahle supporl, and mounfad a leller com-
paign to Clinton. Clinton ignored oL

It tumed out that Williz had no health insuranse he was
oever an staff at VOA but did his breadeasls as a contract
supplier.

H chicd May 17, 1896, in a hosputal in Arlingon, Yirgmia.

I amn haunted by the cefusal of his nation to grve hum hos
duc. Whe? Why and again why? I can mitke o 10w guosses.
His fourth wife, Shilev. accompamed him on a tour of
Poland and Bussi some time around 19700 Whes they
requrncd, Shicley old me how he had been mobbed cvery-
where. A hogs crowd prested them at the Moscow aigpolt.
And, =he said, wherever they wenl, they had the foehng that
the CTA was shadowing them, The KO could be taken for
granred. But the CTAT Yes, why aat? [id some paciocid
spook woander what waz his magieal connection (o the Russian
penple? And s Lhere somewhers in some CLA or FEL filz a
aatation questionmg his loyadty? That's all it takes, just ang
of these little zingers; and we have been made increasiogly
Awitee U reeent times of the cerruprion of the FBI under J.
Cipar Hoover, And one zan only dmoging the fils Hoover
starled om the voung man who began the descareparion of
nightelub crmertainment in Washingten, Someowhere there is
a hidden facter, I8 just oo strange that Willis was urmnesd
down for the Medal of Freedom not once bul beace,

His natian's ingratitude contiusd after his death. The
Voo of Anwrica tricd po clam (bt Tis broadeasts were their
property. Lecaard Garmenl teok action, prosisely om the

croundz that Willis was nover an emplovee of VOA, and
proved that they did nut. And sa his personal papers, includ-
ing books and phatographs, arc at Morth Texas L niversity
while his countless broadeaste are satcly oo deposit in the
National Archives in College Park, Maryland, A relired
hislony profissor and jaze lover named Terreace Ripmastor i5
writing & bisgraphy

It hig cwnl countey won't recogmize Willis's monumenlal
woik, the Russians are doing so. Lasl suznmer, they bepan a
Willis Conoer Jazz Festival in Maoseow. Its public rolations
direlor, 2 jazr-concert produccr named Michael Grin, wrote
to Terrv Ripmaster

“Tt waz a really great festival during two summer dayvs
5 and 6 Juolv — in one of the besl concert lialls, the Cenlral
Fouse of Cincmatographers. Every day mons thano a thousand
jazz fans came thers 1o pay a tibuls to Willis Conaver. In our
jazz cirgles, heis a legend, as Clolorane or Cllingten. bocanss
g lobl of Russians began lo liston jazz thanks lo his Jaee
Aiirs. The specially desiened postors wich the Willis
Conover's fole was hanged all over the city. On July 5 in the
first part played var jazz stars 25 Alexer Kozlav, Igor Enl,
Dravid Cralschein v Alexausder Dssechuk with their graups, in
the second part playved the Michoe]l Brocker Quarlel (Joey
{Calderazzn, Chris Minh Doky, and Jeff Watts).

“The sccond cvening plaved the American sludenrs arnd
professoes of the Georgia Stase Universily (GEU Jazrtor) and
Russian voung musiciens and in the sseord part Michkacl
Direcker plaved selo. then he played n due with Joey
Calderizan and the culmimaticss of the concert was when
Brecher dnvited twa auT young musiciang from the Alexandel
Oscichuk proup o play with him. (Serzei Vasilvow, bass,
Favel Timofeey, drums).

“These cancerts were very sudecsstul and had a pood
press Three mouths Tater one of cur central TV channels
Leaugsernimed & onc-hour version ot this fastival.”

And I just b it was a bot better than ths PES broadcast
af that clumsy Bill Clinton “jazz parly™ at the Whits House.

Willis was cremated angd his gshes buned o Addington
Mational Cemetery. ool [ow e honor and service his Lifc's
veork had dong for bis counley, oo music, and for the waorld,
bt hooawse he once served m the army.
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